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2007-2008 Season – OCTOBER 2007
2 -Meter Repeater at frequency 146.985, PL 136.5

440 Repeater at 448.875 PL 136.5 with link to 29.600 

OFFICERS:

president
 Hyrum H. Huskey Jr.- KB1KRS- (413) 863-8741




 KB1KRS@arrl.net


Vice President   Carter MacDonald, WA1TVS, 




                   (413) 665-3102 



                   Carter.macdonald@Comcast.net 



secretary:        Susan Urquhart –KB1EZO – (413) 





                   628-3858 sburquhart @Amherst.edu


treasurer:        Howard Field, N1LUP, (413) 625-6809



                   howfield@comcast.net


director:          Bill Boutwell-N1EWK- (413) 774-4669



                   n1ewk @arrl.net


director & clerk:

Scott Conti – N1LYW – (413) 774-7992





N1LYW @arrl.net


Past President:

Tom Foxwell-N1OTS-(413)774-2874





N1OTS @arrl.net

ARRL APPOINTED POSITIONS:


district emergency coordinator: Tom Foxwell – N1OTS - (413) 774-2874 






      N1OTS at arrl.net


Asst Emergency Coordinators: Ralph Lovering-WA1UO L - (413) 628-4405






   Wa1uol@arrl.net
FCARC APPOINTED POSITIONS:


v.e. team coordinator:
Walt Congdon-W1ZPB – 





(413) 498-2729 w1zpb@arrl.net


web site managers:

 Al Woodhull-N1AW and Chris Myers, KB1NEK—Contact both at webmaster@fcarc.org 




C


communicator editor:
Hyrum H. Huskey Jr. (See above) H
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FOR OCTOBER 2007 

October 6 MTARA 19th Annual Radio & Electronics Ham fest 176 Garden Street, Feeding Hills MA
TUE OCT 9, 7:15 pm FCARC Meeting, Greenfield High School (Program: To be determined).

SAT OCT 13, 8:00 am FCARC Breakfast at Bill’s Restaurant in Greenfield

WED SEP 12 Crop Walk Rally 6p.m. First Congregational Church, Greenfield (The Crop Walk itself is October 21 with registration at 1:00p.m.

MON OCT 15 E-Board Meeting at AC1L’s

Tuesday night A.R.E.S. net at 9.00 pm -Thursday night information net at 8.00 p.m. on our two meter repeater 146.985 PL 136.5  
PRESIDENT’S CORNER: 
I can’t believe September went so quickly!  My months seem to have some quirky days lately.  Maybe it is like that for you too; when a day goes completely differently than you had anticipated?

Yesterday, for instance, when I planned on helping out at the EOC for the Vermont Yankee drill, an ear problem I had been having kept me up a good share of the night Wednesday and finally convinced me I had to see the doctor to find out what was going on, drill or no drill. So, I monitored the net here at home until it was time to go to Shelburne Falls to see my doctor.  Then, on returning, I had planned on perhaps getting in on the last hour of the drill and maybe relieving KB1NEK as Net Control Station for that hour.

But, alas, no sooner did I pull into my driveway than my mother-in-law’s aide came running out saying we needed to get her up to the emergency room because her breathing was getting worse again.  So I spent the rest of the afternoon at Franklin Medical Center’s Emergency Room. When we finally got home around dinnertime, I had completely forgotten about Thursday night’s net (at which I believe I was suppose to be Net Control Officer!).  

So, it seems that some days are just taken out of a person’s hands and we have to “go with the flow” as it is said.  Sometimes, it seems like a day—or even a whole month—goes by faster than we can keep up with everything that needs attention.  

Isabel says I need to learn to prioritize better (that is something they teach women to say in Wife’s School, I think!).  But, some days, I wonder how one can prioritize between equally pressing matters?   Where does immediate allegiance lie on any given day when time is at a premium on several pressing issues at once?

On those days, I suspect, the decision is often simply taken out of our hands and we just bumble through a day’s lesson in learning how to accept not being in control of everything--even our own time.

At the very least, the lesson may help us feel less frustrated when propagation suddenly takes away that far-away DX contact!

73

-Hyrum Huskey, KB1KRS
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Secretary’s Report for September 10, 2007 Meeting 
7:20—Meeting called to order by Hyrum KB1KRS.

Secretary’s Report for June accepted as published in the Communicator.

Treasurer’s Report: Balance of $1,268.52 reported by Howard N1LUP, accepted.

Communicator:  Hyrum KB1KRS has a couple of extra copies if there’s someone who didn’t get one.  If you would like to receive the newsletter by email, let Hyrum know—it saves the club money on postage.  

Public Service:  Anyone who would like an ARES or RACES card should contact Tom N1OTS or Hyrum and they will send you an application.  As far as RACES goes, Tom is looking for operators from the surrounding six towns (Warwick to Colrain), especially for Vermont Yankee.  Help is also needed for the Fairgrounds because the animals will be located there in an evacuation.

Repeaters: Bill N1EWK said everything seems fine.

VE Team: Walt W1ZPB said the ARRL and FCC set a speed record—the exam was on Monday, the paperwork was mailed on Tuesday, and on Thursday afternoon the first sign of new call signs for the successful examinees appeared.  

Website: Al N1AW and Chris KB1NEK would like to put something new on the website every week—send items to webmaster@fcarc.org.  There is a new page with links to neighboring clubs.

New Business:  The E-Board decided, for continuity purposes, to appoint a Continuity Coordinator to the E-Board.  This is an E-Board assigned position, not an officer position—the E-Board will be able to appoint the position as needed.  The responsibility of this person is to offer advice, though they won’t have a vote, and attendance will be voluntary.  Walt W1ZPB has accepted the position.

Programming for meetings for this year is tentatively complete save one—any suggestions?

October’s meeting will be on Tuesday due to the holiday.

Upcoming Events:  Breakfast, Saturday, September 15, 8:00, Bill’s Restaurant.

E-Board, Monday, September 17, 7:00 p.m. at AC1L’s.

7:48—Meeting adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

Sue Urquhart KB1EZO, Secretary

WANT TO BUILD A SIMPLE 2- METER YAGI ANTENNA?

AC1L has volunteered his basement room and his time to help those who would like to build a simple two-meter Yagi antenna. Interested persons contact Richard, AC1L, or Hyrum, KB1KRS, so we can determine interest and a convenient time.  –Editor

INVOLVED MEMBERS WANTED! (Repeated item, hint, hint!)

We are looking for a few good members who would like to assume responsibility for ONE, or

 More, of the following “Event Coordinator” functions:

· Coordinator for our support at one of the public service events each year. (You would work with the DEC, Club President, and local community organizers to help line up radio support volunteers and make our presence “visible.”)

· A Net Manager for the Thursday night Information Net (publishing the quarterly list of NCS volunteers & helping to generally oversee this net as needed).

· A Coordinator for our Holiday Potluck in December, at Greenfield High School; (contacting attendees & monitoring food being brought etc.)

· A potential future Newsletter Editor who could serve now as a casual learner or trainee at pretty much whatever amount of time you desired. (Back up for the time when I will be out of the area more than these past two years!)

We also need folks who would like to run for club officer positions in the future. You could “shadow” or stay in touch with a present club officer (if you like) for purposes of getting some idea of the position responsibilities, and go for a nomination the next year!  If we develop a rotation or some competition for the offices, it will get more ideas circulating, give folks a chance to exercise some leadership, and rotate the responsibilities so that no one person has to take on a leadership role for too long.

Volunteering, or even expressing interest in any of the above, does not imply that you will have (or can have!) the job forever ;-) If you would like to ask questions or want to “quietly investigate” the role(s) just let me know and we can arrange to answer your questions with no obligation on your part! – Hyrum, KB1KRS

A CUP OF COFFEE

When you think of a cup of coffee,

What does it mean to you?

Are you willing to settle for a cup of instant? 

Or do you really have to have a brew?

Would you accept a cup of drip coffee

made from a Columbian bean?

Or, do you have to have it special

Without Juan Valdez upon the scene?

In summertime when the weather is warm

Do you like to make your coffee with ice?

Then when the cooler temperatures prevail

Does a hotter cup taste nice?

Do you feel that you must have it sweeter

Or can you consume it black?

For adding cream or sugar--

That would put your diet out of whack.

Do you look forward to it every morning? 

To help you open both your eyes;

Starting your busy working day,

Giving the boss a great surprise.

Of course there’s another alternative

As anyone can plainly see;

Forget that cup of dark and blackened mud

And make yourself a cup of tea!

-Ed, KB1BNG

THE COMMUNICATOR is an informational publication for members of the Franklin County Amateur Radio Club. This is your newsletter! Amateur radio information of general interest, club member project descriptions and doings, radio applications to other activities, corrections, or suggestions are all welcome.  Individual submissions make for variety! We need more writers! Send to editor’s email telltale@verizon.net or Tel: 863-8741 by the third Friday of the month, please. Email addresses of Club Officers may be found on the club web site www.fcarc.org 

Appreciation, as always, is expressed to Locust Press, Inc. for their regular great service and timely assistance in photocopying and preparing the regular mail copies of The Communicator.  
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F.C.A.R.C. Inc.

P.O. Box 773

Greenfield, MA 01302
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