INFORMATION AND OPINIONS

At our December E-Board meeting, we discussed Club member participation and the “mix” of Club activities, frequency of scheduled events, etc. in a general way.  I, in particular, was wondering if the frequency of Club activities resulted in some folks failing to “pre-commit” to an event because it was difficult to schedule other life events around Club events, or vice versa. Does the Club take up too much time, or not enough? In the right ways for you, or would you prefer a different focus? On page 7 of this newsletter (opposite side of the mailing cover for those who are getting it by snail mail), you will find a few questions that may help us in planning how much, or how little, the Club should do on a monthly basis.  It’s just a guide and “check up” for the future as we go forward.

Please complete the mini-survey and return it to me during January, by mail or just send your answers to each question by email to telltale@verizon.net  If sending an email response, use the Title “Jan Survey” and key your answers to the bold  number as instructed. Thanks. – Hyrum, KB1KRS

FOUNDATION FOR AMATEUR RADIO INVITES SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS

(Dec 11, 2007) The non-profit Foundation for Amateur Radio (FAR) is now accepting applications for 55 academic year 2008-2009 scholarships to assist radio amateurs pursuing higher education.  The deadline to apply is March 30, 2008.* * *Amateur Radio licensees pursuing a full-time course of study beyond high school and accepted by or enrolled in an accredited university, college or technical school are eligible to apply.  Scholarship grants range from $500 to $3000 and preference in some cases goes to applicants living in particular geographical areas or pursuing certain studies. ***More information and an application form may be requested by letter via e-mail or by sending a QSL card postmarked prior to March 30, 2008, to FAR Scholarships, PO Box 831, Riverdale MD 20738. – (Extracted from ARRL Web: ARRL Home Page). –Editor

ANNUAL SCHOOL CLUB ROUNDUP COMING IN FEBRUARY

“The next SCR starts Monday, February 11 at 1200 UTC and ends Friday, February 15 at 2400 UTC.” QST January 2008 Page 102. 

Further information about the event is included on the referenced page. – Editor

HOW SMALL CAN YOU WRITE?

Some of you Hilltop or backpacking operators out there may be interested in 3 X 5 size, waterproof log books.  They come “rust-proof” spiral bound and in either regular logbook format style or a format that includes 3 entries per page with expanded comment space (sort of!).  The books are available from ASA, Inc. PO Box 454, Glenwood, NJ 07418, Tel: 973-808-8707.  Information at asamail@ptd.net.  Cost was listed in December 2007 World Radio magazine as $10.50 each. – Editor

WRITERS WANTED! 

This newsletter needs writers! Tell club members what your radio experiences are, what you learned from something you did, or a little bit about yourself and your dreams and hopes. Let us know about some new source you’ve found for useful supplies, electronic parts, or ??  Or, just tell us something funny that happened to you recently that you think would give us a smile.  If you like, you can even run the idea by me ahead of time –or just email the text and let me get in touch with you about how we can use it in the newsletter. This is YOUR newsletter! – Hyrum, KB1KR

THE FOLLOWING NEWS ITEM WAS EXTRACTED FROM QRZ.COM:

[image: image4.jpg]


[image: image5.wmf]
	[image: image1.png]



	Posted: Dec. 24 2007,05:05
	






“Radio ham in lone, round-the-world sailing bid

A Canadian radio amateur and sailor Glenn Wakefield VA7MLW is now south of Australia as he continues his attempt to sail solo, non-stop around the world.

He has set out on his westerly circumnavigation trek from Victoria, British Columbia and expects to take 10 months before returning to home port.

His 40-foot sloop called Kim Chow has had extensive modifications for the trip.

Glenn VA7MLW has reached Australia having rounded the southern tip of Tasmania and at last report was in the Southern Ocean headed for the Falkland Islands.

He has been keeping regular skeds with Cliff ZL4AS, Richard ZL4QU and Ron ZL4RMF at 0930 UTC on the 40m band.

Glenn has an ICOM 802 SSB marine radio. After the skeds, he has been heard chatting with VK radio amateurs and is hoping to engage in many QSOs with others before ending his trip in July.”-Jim Linton VK3PC
TELL US YOUR PREFERENCES:

Please rank order the following F.C.A.R.C. activities schedules according to your preference.  Fill in each blank using “1” for your first preference, “2” for your second preference, etc.: Read all the choices and instruction note at bottom first!
____I think the current number, types, and scheduling of Club activities is about right. (1)
____I think we should have club meetings only on alternate months, with monthly breakfasts and other events left as currently conducted. (2)
___ I think we should have club meetings monthly but have less breakfasts. (3)
___I think we should have club business meetings AT the breakfasts and have “Programs” separately and less frequently. (4)
___I think we should have quarterly or alternate month “social” type events without programs, and schedule only two or three “programs or workshops” per year. (5)
___I think we should reduce the number of public service events (in which you normally already participate) and leave other Club activities as they are. (6)
___I think we should have quarterly program club meetings or workshops, keep our current 6 or 7 public service support events, and have quarterly “social events,” trying to schedule these roughly at one event per month throughout the year, and let interested club members arrange their own informal breakfast get-togethers as they like. (7)
___I think we should:  (elaborate if you would like some different number of events and their frequency per your own preference). Obviously, this would also then be your “1” ranking! (8)
Please return to Hyrum, KB1KRS by mail or email.  If sending by email, you may key your “rankings” to the bold numbers at the end of the choices shown, placing the bold numbers first and your ranking number for that choice, SECOND. (or simply copy the page and insert your ranking where the blanks are before sending it).

THE COMMUNICATOR is an informational publication for members of the Franklin County Amateur Radio Club. This is your newsletter! Amateur radio information of general interest, club member project descriptions and doings, radio applications to other activities, corrections, or suggestions are all welcome.  Individual submissions make for variety! We need more writers! Send to editor’s email telltale@verizon.net or Tel: 863-8741 by the third Friday of the month, please. Email addresses of Club Officers may be found on the club web site www.fcarc.org 

Appreciation, as always, is expressed to Locust Press, Inc. for their regular great service and timely assistance in photocopying and preparing the regular mail copies of The Communicator.  
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