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2 -Meter Repeater at frequency 146.985, PL 136.5

440 Repeater at 448.875 PL 136.5 with link to 29.600 

OFFICERS:

president
 Hyrum H. Huskey Jr.- KB1KRS- (413) 863-8741




 KB1KRS@arrl.net


Vice President   Carter MacDonald, WA1TVS, 




                   (413) 665-3102 



                   Carter.macdonald@Comcast.net 



secretary:        Vacant


treasurer:        Howard Field, N1LUP, (413) 625-6809



                   howfield@comcast.net

director:          Bill Boutwell-N1EWK- (413) 774-4669



                   n1ewk @arrl.net


director & clerk:

Scott Conti – N1LYW – (413) 774-7992





N1LYW @arrl.net


Past President:

Tom Foxwell-N1OTS-(413)774-2874





N1OTS @arrl.net

ARRL APPOINTED POSITIONS:


district emergency coordinator: Tom Foxwell – N1OTS - (413) 774-2874 






      N1OTS at arrl.net


Asst Emergency Coordinators: Ralph Lovering-WA1UO L - (413) 628-4405






   Wa1uol@arrl.net
FCARC APPOINTED POSITIONS:


v.e. team coordinator:
Walt Congdon-W1ZPB – 





(413) 498-2729 w1zpb@arrl.net


web site managers:

 Al Woodhull-N1AW and Chris Myers, KB1NEK—Contact both at webmaster@fcarc.org 




C


communicator editor:
Hyrum H. Huskey Jr. (See above) H
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FOR FEBRUARY 2008 

SAT FEB 2, GROUND HOG DAY (I bet he sees his shadow)

SAT FEB 9, Sleigh Bell Race 10a.m. Volunteer radio operators please gather behind the Court House in the upper parking lot at 9:00a.m..
MON, FEB 11, FCARC Club Meeting, 7:15p.m. Greenfield High School (We will do our canceled January video P\program on Ten Tec radios).  

THUR FEB 14 VALENTINE’s Day (you know what you need to do!)
SAT FEB 16, 8:00 am FCARC Breakfast at Bill’s Restaurant in Greenfield

MON FEB 18, President’s Day Holiday
MON FEB 18, E-Board Meeting at AC1L’s at 7:00p.m.

SAT FEB 23, RANV Hamfest in Milton VT

MON FEB 25 VE Session at Northfield

Tuesday night A.R.E.S. net at 9.00 pm -Thursday night information net at 8.00 p.m. on our two meter repeater 146.985 PL 136.5  
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Grudges, Grouches, and Growing Up

Any collected group of folks will eventually have disagreements between members of the group.  A hobby club, like ours, is no different, because we all have our own idiosyncrasies, needs (known and unknown), preferences and so forth.  Every person is raised in an environment with a certain set of values and expectations—and mostly all of us are unique by virtue of our own experiences in that regard.

So, it is probably human nature to occasionally open our mouths before our brains are fully engaged! We have had—and no doubt will continue to occasionally have something happen that upsets one or more of our members.  That is OK.  Everyone is entitled to have feelings, to be hurt by something that is done, or some spoken “slight” they believe someone else has handed to them.  Staying hurt, is another matter!

The point of this note, though, is to seek your awareness that these things are a fact of life.  If you meet a Grouch, you can’t help that; but you can decide whether to hold a Grudge!  I suspect that, if you decide NOT to hold a grudge and simply to ask the other person what happened between you and iron it out,  is a definite sign of the maturity that comes with Growing up.  

The problem, of course, if not dealt with appropriately, can result in hard feelings that are never resolved, split up club members, cause a personal loss to both parties in terms of camaraderie, and produce a serious loss to other Club members as well. When Grudges are held, the group loses the long term benefit of at least one person’s association, assistance, and ideas. That doesn’t mean you necessarily have to be part of the same groups forever. There may be many valid reasons for moving on to other interests at some point; but because you feel offended, should not be the reason. It simply robs you (and the group in which you were a member) of too much of value.

The moral for all of us is to be kind-hearted enough to forgive the Grouch each of us can sometimes be; to patiently try to iron out the Grudges we are using to sooth the affront against our own “right-ness; “ and to continue trudging on in our seemingly endless path to the maturity that comes with Growing Up.

This may come across like I’m preaching.  If so, please forgive me anyway! 

73

Hyrum Huskey, KB1KRS
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The January meeting was cancelled due to snow. We will catch up reports at the February meeting and hold the same program we had intended to have in January. – Hyrum, KB1KRS 

BREAKFAST AT TIFFANY’S 

Well, OK, Bill’s Famous Restaurant then!  Twenty-five folks showed up for last month’s Breakfast and we endured the usual ribbing about our diets and careful attention thereto.  (Photo by Dick, AA1XU)

HAPPY NEW YEAR!

To celebrate the “New Millennium”, the F.C.A.R.C. started off the year 2000 with a net at midnight.  The tradition has continued, and this year Cathy, N1XSQ, again came on board as Net Control.  This year there were eleven check-ins; Betty, KB1DCG—Dick, AC1L ---Bill, N1EWK—Carter, WA1TVS—Gerry, KA1STZ, Chet, N1XPT—Beth, KB1NQL ---Ed, KB1BNG --Ralph, WA1UOL --Ron, KA1VWW, --and Walt, W1ZPB. In keeping with the late (or early?) hour, Ed kept his poem on the short side! Perhaps next year we can remember to publicize the event, and gather a few more insomniacs.  Some of us still have the special WSL card that was issued for the 2000 event. – AC1L

(Editor: This came in right after I had sent out the last issue but I do hope you will join the net next year and not sleep through it like I did this year!)
REMINDER: ANNUAL SCHOOL CLUB ROUNDUP IS COMING THIS MONTH!

“The next SCR starts Monday, February 11 at 1200 UTC and ends Friday, February 15 at 2400 UTC.” QST January 2008 Page 102. 

Further information about the event is included in the QST referenced above.. – Editor

ARRL BOARD MEETING HIGHLIGHTS

The ARRL Board of Directors held its first 2008 meeting in Houston, TX on January 18-19.  Some of the highlights, extracted from  ARRL.Org web postings, are listed below:

--Two new Field Organization positions were created:  Assistant Section Emergency Coordinator and Assistant District Emergency Coordinator.  The Manager of the Membership and Volunteer Services Department, Dave Patton, NN1N, was tasked with developing and implementing the two new position references.

--The SOU with the American Red Cross has expired.  There are still some conflicts with the ARC’s background investigation policy as compared to the published statements of its background investigation contractor.  If you are paying attention at this point, and are one of the first five people to call Hyrum, you will win a coffee certificate booklet (one per family). Remaining issues related to renewing the expired Statement of Understanding, were referred to the ARRL Programs and Services Committee and other ARRL staff.

--Bylaw 5 will be deleted effective January 1, 2009.  This will eliminate the $3 dues discount currently extended to older members.

--All officers were re-elected to another two-year term without opposition. – Editor, KB1KRS

MOON OVER MIAMI

A complete lunar eclipse is scheduled to occur over North America on Thursday, February 21, 2008.  (This may confuse some coyotes, but shouldn’t affect your own Earth-Moon-Earth signals unless you fail to aim properly in advance (. – Hyrum, KB1KRS

AND NOT TO LEAVE OUT THE SUN’S ROLE…

ARRL Letter Vol.27, No. 1 (Friday, January 11, 2008) notes that with Sunspot 981—a high-latitude, reversed polarity sunspot, that occurred on Friday, January 4, NASA and NOAA experts say that Cycle 24 has arrived.  So maybe there really is “no where to go but up.”  You do remember where the 10 Meter band marking is on your rig dial don’t you? – Editor, KB1KRS
JANUARY COMMUNICATOR SURVEY RESULTS

In our usual group fashion of always having something to say, the results of the informal activities survey in last month’s Communicator, was overwhelming!  A total of four people replied as of this writing!  From this strong statistical sample, we will do “something”, I’m just not sure in planning next year’s calendar. I’m just not sure what (.Anyhow, thanks to the four respondents who graciously offered their insights to the process. – Editor

THE COMMUNICATOR is an informational publication for members of the Franklin County Amateur Radio Club. This is your newsletter! Amateur radio information of general interest, club member project descriptions and doings, radio applications to other activities, corrections, or suggestions are all welcome.  Individual submissions make for variety! We need more writers! Send to editor’s email telltale@verizon.net or Tel: 863-8741 by the third Friday of the month, please. Email addresses of Club Officers may be found on the club web site www.fcarc.org 

Appreciation, as always, is expressed to Locust Press, Inc. for their regular great service and timely assistance in photocopying and preparing the regular mail copies of The Communicator.  
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