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2 -Meter Repeater at frequency 146.985, PL 136.5

440 Repeater at 448.875 PL 136.5 with link to 29.600 
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Vice President   Carter MacDonald, WA1TVS, 




                   (413) 665-3102 
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   Wa1uol@arrl.net
FCARC APPOINTED POSITIONS:


v.e. team coordinator:
Walt Congdon-W1ZPB – 





(413) 498-2729 w1zpb@arrl.net


web site managers:

 Al Woodhull-N1AW and Chris Myers, KB1NEK—Contact both at webmaster@fcarc.org 




C


communicator editor:
Hyrum H. Huskey Jr. (See above) H
[image: image4.wmf]
FOR MARCH 2008 

SAT MAR 8, Mt Tom ARA Amateur Radio & Electronics Hamfest at Springfield Turnverein Club, 176 Garden Street, Feeding Hills (Agawam), MA.  Doors open for non-vendors at 9:00a.m. Admission is $5.00. See Hamfest page on the MTARA website for directions.

SUN MAR 9, Daylight Savings Time Begins
MON, MAR 10, FCARC Club Meeting, 7:15p.m. Greenfield High School. We plan on looking at an Edward R. Murrow commentary on amateur radio emergency communications that was released by ARRL.  We will also be looking at those areas of emergency communications work that members feel should be covered in our own future ARES training.

SAT MAR 15, 8:00a.m. FCARC Breakfast at Bill’s Restaurant, Greenfield

SUN MAR 16 Palm Sunday

MON MAR 17 St. Patrick’s Day

MON MAR 17 E-Board Meeting 7:00p.m.

SUN MAR 23 EASTER

Tuesday night A.R.E.S. net at 9.00 pm -Thursday night information net at 8.00 p.m. on our two meter repeater 146.985 PL 136.5  
PRESIDENT’S CORNER: 

At a recent Town election I noted (not for the first time I’m afraid) that many elected officials were running unopposed. On some Town boards, there were open positions without anyone on the ballot as a nominee.

This reminded me that our own Club nominations will soon be going out for a number of officer positions whose terms are nearing a close; my own included.

To maintain vitality, any organization must experience the infusion of new ideas, even if every idea is not always accepted or implemented. This can only happen if there are many willing to serve, a variety of nominees for open leadership positions, and the opportunity for each club member to rotate and learn in new roles and to truly have a voter’s choice of leadership options.

When I assumed the role of Club President two years ago, other nominees declined. I chose to accept a term as Club President because I believe we all can benefit from the talents of club members in different roles, and our vitality as a group depends on each accepting responsibility in various ways. Running unopposed, though, was neither my preference nor is it ultimately in the best interests of the Club.  Neither is too long of one person serving in the same leadership role.

All of us have commitments that extend beyond amateur radio and the FCARC, and we should recognize that any member serving in a leadership position may not wish to do so for multiple, sequential terms. I certainly have no personal needs to do so.  I would be pleased to move to the one- year board role as immediate past president, and more than willing to serve as an on-call advisor and helper for anyone elected as Club President for the first time. There are other roles in amateur radio where I can assist; so don’t be shy!  Run for Club President, Secretary, or Director on this year’s ballot. You can do it! Get involved in being one of the resource people who move and direct the group in challenging new directions while keeping those things that the club members value. 

So please consider making multiple nominations (including for yourself!) for each opening office this year.  If you are nominated for an office, please consider accepting and running for at least one term, especially if you have not done so in the past.  It will broaden your horizons, provide a break for others who want to explore some new facets of amateur radio, and besides, your leadership and ideas will no doubt broaden the group perspective of the Club.

Take a look at your Nike T-shirt, and “Just Do It!”

73

Hyrum Huskey, KB1KRS
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February 11, 2008--Monthly Meeting
 

The meeting was called to order at 715p.m.by the President, KB1KRS, with 16 attending members The Secretary's report of the last meeting was approved as it was printed in
The Communicator.  Treasurer Howard, N1LUP, reported the Income and Expenses for December and January. On February 1st the club had a checkbook balance of
$1,379.03, plus $11.15 in cash.  His report was accepted by a voice vote.
 

Tom, N1OTS, reported that the 4K Winter Carnival road race had 30 runners. 

 He expects both the Triathlon, and Bridge of Flowers races, to be much larger in
2008.  Tom also reported that, at the present time, the Deputy Fire Chief is acting as the Emergency Manager for Greenfield.  

 

Writers are needed for The Communicator.  Articles can be about any facet of ham radio, and especially those about your personal involvement. (Secretary’s note: Hyrum is an accomplished Editor, and he will make you look good!)
 

Both repeaters are running well, although repeaters nationwide are not experiencing the amount of use seen in former years.
 

Walt, W1ZPB, noted that there are two new VE teams in our northern area.  This will probably lessen the number of applicants at our Feb. 25th VE session, as many past attendees were from southern Vermont and New Hampshire.  
 

A new repeater is on the air.  Located on Skokie Mountain, it has an output frequency
of 146.865, with a PL tone of 100.  It is linked to the 146.805 Keene repeater that used to be very active.
 

Hyrum's survey about people's club activity preferences was not too successful, as only four persons responded.  He is in the process of coming up with a club schedule for 2008/2009 that cuts back a bit on the number of formal meetings.  The breakfasts and two potlucks are very successful, and will be continued.  The proposed meeting schedule will be discussed in depth at the next E-board meeting.
 

The club really needs someone to handle publicity.  The ARRL has a lot of support
Resources available, particularly around Field Day.  A "volunteer" would be most welcome!  We really do a lot of public service, but the club never gets credit for the hours we put in and the expensive equipment we supply.
 

The members were elated to learn that Eli, KB1MFJ, has been accepted at West
Point.
 

The meeting was adjourned so that we could proceed with the 50/50 raffle and view the video supplied by Ten Tec.  

AC1L -Secretary, Pro-tem


CONGRATULATIONS, SIR!

 Congratulations are in order for our own Eli Ketchum, KB1MFJ, who has been accepted at West Point!  West Point graduates are awarded a Regular Army Officer Commission in addition to their degrees. Nice going Eli. 

VE SESSIONS GETTING TO BE A HUMBLING EXPERIENCE FOR EXAMINERS!

New license applicants, as well as those upgrading, are obviously “hitting the books” before showing up at our VE sessions.  All three applicants at the FCARC sponsored examining session in February were quite successful.  Howard Field, N1LUP

