successfully upgraded to a General ticket. New club member, Stephen Connell passed his Technician License examination, and Josh Bellanger conquered both the Technician and General examinations in the same testing session. Congratulations to you all! May you continue to gain much and contribute much in your future involvement with the amateur radio hobby. – Hyrum, KB1KR
Editor Note: The following item was excerpted from The EMCOMM MONTHLY, March 1, 2008, with permission.  The article does not necessarily reflect the opinions of any member, or members, of the Franklin County Amateur Radio Club, Inc. though it does provide material for reflective thought by amateur radio enthusiasts.

“The EM PHILOSOPHY - (Editorial)
1.5 MHz and UP*

"Recognition and enhancement of the value of the amateur service to the public as a voluntary noncommercial communication service, particularly with respect to providing emergency communications." - FCC Part 97.1(a)**

”Even though FCC Part 97 only mentions the more general term service to the public in the Basis and Purpose of the amateur service, we hear a lot of talk about "served agencies."  We hear very little about direct "service to the public." 

We've been reading a lot of hype and discussion on the divisive issue of government (read tax-payer) funding for amateur radio projects ostensibly for emcomm on behalf of "government" agencies.  We recently heard that in Oregon a quarter of a million dollars has been granted to build an amateur radio-internet hybrid system.  This troubles us.  Could this be the beginning of an eventual government take-over, and eventual end, of the amateur service as we know it?

In the early days of radio, after radio was discovered to be more than a novelty, radio amateurs were viewed by some as a threat to the new medium of wireless communication.  The U.S. Navy lobbied to have "the hams" banned from the airwaves.  After a lengthy legal battle, The Radio Act of 1912 provided for licensing of radio amateurs, but they were exiled to the useless (so it was believed) wavelengths below 200 meters (1.5 MHz and above).

It wasn't long before radio amateurs began making DX contacts, sending messages and even talking across the country...and around the world via shortwave!  Government officials realized what a huge mistake it had been to give radio amateurs the frequencies above 1500 kHz.

The FCC was formed in 1934, and divvied up the radio spectrum.   Amateurs wound up with band segments close to what we enjoy today.  Today, military, non-military government, business, commercial broadcasters, and yes, even the citizen's band service, each have allocated segments within the frequency spectrum.
 

Most everyone knows that it is illegal for a plumbing company, a taxi cab outfit, or a funeral home to use the amateur bands for dispatch.  It is also prohibited for a fire department or an ambulance service to use amateur frequencies on a regular basis.  What seems to have been forgotten is that "government" (whether local, state or federal) is prohibited from using amateur frequencies for "government business" except as provided for in FCC Part 97.407*** plus the "shared use" bands such as 30 meters, where the amateur service is a secondary user.  NOTE: Recently, over a large portion of California, and in some areas on the east coast, the 440 MHz band (which is a "shared" band), the amateur service has been essentially rendered impotent due to alleged interference to military radar systems.

In essence, "government" agencies are restricted from using the amateur bands and may only do so when all other means of communications have failed.  What many ignore is that under the RACES provision, all radio traffic must be authorized by a government official.

In recent years, we have witnessed a trend to co-mingle the voluntary amateur service with government agencies beyond the provisions of Part 97.407.  Some private volunteer civilian emcomm organizations have even combined their organization's name with a government agency.  This makes it appear logical to seek government funding to support their operations, and some politicians and bureaucrats have been duped by a small segment of misguided amateurs into granting public funds to pay for pet projects.  Remember: funding + ownership = control.

 

Another troubling side-effect of the advent of radio-computer-landline-commercial-infrastructure-hybrid-systems is that it has resulted in a marked decrease in the number of radio amateurs willing to learn and practice the basic skills of message traffic handling.

 

In the 1950's, when the RACES program began, local governments attracted many amateurs by dangling "carrots" in the form of communications gear.  VHF was just beginning to come into its own, but few hams could afford to purchase commercial gear.  The opportunity to play with a Gonset Civil Defense Communicator once-a-week was enticing, and  "RACES" units sprang up around the country.  Some became "RACES Clubs" and a few have actually are now incorporated.  Most of these "CD" portable transceivers were 2 or 6 meter units (CW and AM) and boasted 4 watts output.  Later, 25 watt SSB units became available.

Very few of these cold war relics were ever actually used for local government emergency communications.  Some may still be rusting away in the basements of city halls or county court houses.  Others were sold at surplus auctions.  A few appear to have "developed legs" and found their way into private ham shacks, while many were hauled off to the local landfill.  (That's from where the yellow Gonset "Gooney Bird" in my collection was salvaged.)  Our tax payer's dollars...down the drain.  But this all pales in comparison to the waste of taxpayer funds we have witnessed since 9/11...all in the name of amateur emcomm.

Another alarming trend that may lead to the demise of the amateur service, is that some (so-called)  leaders have suggested that non-hams may originate transmissions on amateur bands under the guise of a club call sign or a "control operator" in absentia .  Their rationalization is, "anyone may send an emergency message".

Another approach to circumvent the licensing requirement is to put as many as possible public agency and private organization employees through one-day "ham-cram" classes.  We ask, how many of these "instant hams" will ever actually solder-on a PL-259 connector, fabricate and install a simple doublet antenna over their house, or learn how to tune-up a tube amplifier?

A BETTER WAY -  We respectfully suggest that this $250,000.00, and any other available public monies in all states and jurisdictions, be applied towards developing hardened communication systems, that are designed to operate on existing government frequencies.  This would allow non-ham public employees, as well as approved volunteers, to originate government radio traffic on a regular basis, and would not be limited to emergency traffic.  It would also keep the amateur bands available for amateur service to the public and for message traffic on behalf of non-profit, private, non-profit, disaster relief organizations.

What we say may not stop the lemmings**** from rushing over the cliff, chasing the siren song of public funding for amateur radio emcomm.
But at least we tried. - EM

* With all due credit to Clinton B. DeSoto and his 1936 classic: 200 METERS & DOWN - (Available from ARRL)
** Note the key words, "voluntary" and "noncommercial." 
*** Exception (in addition to Part 97.407) is Part 97.113(e):  The key words are occasionally and not conducted on a regular basis.
"No station shall retransmit programs or signals emanating from any type of radio station other than an amateur station, except propagation and weather forecast information intended for use by the general public and originated from United States Government stations, and communications, including incidental music, originating on United States Government frequencies between a manned spacecraft and its associated Earth stations. Prior approval for manned spacecraft communications retransmissions must be obtained from the National Aeronautics and Space Administration. Such retransmissions must be for the exclusive use of amateur radio operators. Propagation, weather forecasts, and manned spacecraft communications retransmissions may not be conducted on a regular basis, but only occasionally, as an incident of normal amateur radio communications."
**** Folklore says that lemmings are followers and commit mass suicide when they migrate.” – "Reproduced courtesy of EMCOMM MONTHLY and the WRRL"
www.emcomm.org and www.wrrl.org.)
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The Sunspots are coming!  The Sunspots are coming!

DAFFY DEFINITION

Baud: A descriptive term used by residents of Boston to describe undesirable behavior; e.g. “a baud man.”

STAYING WARM

Several so-called “weather men” I’ve heard
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Have said with tongue in cheek,

The air stream across the Country is ‘gonna change

And bring us down some “frigid” air next week.

So if you have any faith in weathermen

Or believe in what they have to say,

Prepare yourself to meet the cold

Don’t put any warm underwear away.

Make sure you have all the buttons on 

And that “trap door” is still in place,

For if you don’t, and the cold sneaks in

You’ll have lots more than a red face.

Now some people call them skivvies,

While others call them BVDs,

Still others call them unmentionables

But they sure keep out the breeze.

However, even if the weatherman is wrong

Having all these “undies” ready will do no harm,

Cause I’ve found out from past winters

They can keep a lot of extremities warm.

Now, it was even cold back in the Civil War

And they had many a “cold “ recruit,

However, Robert E. Lee was a Confederate General,

But he always wore his “Union” suit.

· KB1BNG

THE COMMUNICATOR is an informational publication for members of the Franklin County Amateur Radio Club. This is your newsletter! Amateur radio information of general interest, club member project descriptions and doings, radio applications to other activities, corrections, or suggestions are all welcome.  Individual submissions make for variety! We need more writers! Send to editor’s email telltale@verizon.net or Tel: 863-8741 by the third Friday of the month, please. Email addresses of Club Officers may be found on the club web site www.fcarc.org 

Appreciation, as always, is expressed to Locust Press, Inc. for their regular great service and timely assistance in photocopying and preparing the regular mail copies of The Communicator.  
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