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2007-2008 Season – APRIL  2008
2 -Meter Repeater at frequency 146.985, PL 136.5

440 Repeater at 448.875 PL 136.5 with link to 29.600 

OFFICERS:

president
 Hyrum H. Huskey Jr.- KB1KRS- (413) 863-8741




 KB1KRS@arrl.net


Vice President   Carter MacDonald, WA1TVS, 




                   (413) 665-3102 



                   Carter.macdonald@Comcast.net 



secretary:        Vacant


treasurer:        Howard Field, N1LUP, (413) 625-6809



                   howfield@comcast.net

director:          Bill Boutwell-N1EWK- (413) 774-4669



                   n1ewk @arrl.net


director & clerk:

Scott Conti – N1LYW – (413) 774-7992





N1LYW @arrl.net


Past President:

Tom Foxwell-N1OTS- (413) 774-2874





N1OTS @arrl.net

ARRL APPOINTED POSITIONS:


district emergency coordinator: Tom Foxwell – N1OTS - (413) 774-2874 






      N1OTS at arrl.net


Asst Emergency Coordinators: Ralph Lovering-WA1UO L - (413) 628-4405






   Wa1uol@arrl.net
FCARC APPOINTED POSITIONS:


v.e. team coordinator:
Walt Congdon-W1ZPB – 





(413) 498-2729 w1zpb@arrl.net


web site managers:

 Al Woodhull-N1AW and Chris Myers, KB1NEK—Contact both at webmaster@fcarc.org 




C


communicator editor:
Hyrum H. Huskey Jr. (See above) H

FOR APRIL 2008 

MON, APR 17, 7:15p.m. FCARC Club Meeting, Greenfield High School –Foxhunting 101 presented by Dick, AC1L

SAT, APR 19, 8:00a.m. FCARC Club Breakfast at Bill’s Restaurant in Greenfield

MON, APR 21, 7:00p.m. E-Board Meeting at AC1L’s home in Greenfield

SAT, APR 26, International Marconi Day at Wellfleet site, Cape Cod. (see below) 

Tuesday night A.R.E.S. net at 9.00 pm -Thursday night information net at 8.00 p.m. on our two meter repeater 146.985 PL 136.5  
PRESIDENT’S CORNER: 

Nothing Ventured, Nothing Gained

This month, I would like to address the new club calendar for JUL 2008 through JUN 2009.  At the last E-Board meeting, we adopted this calendar on a one-year trial basis. 

The calendar revision attempts to do a number of things:

1. By having only four “formal” programs at Club meetings, we reduce our high school meetings to six (four program meetings, annual meeting, and the December Potluck Dinner, skipping formal programs during the July through September vacation period, and the three worst winter weather months. It also will permit additional time to try to line up better programs for those four program meetings in October, November, March, and April.

2. We will continue the BYOB (that’s Buy Your Own Breakfast!) Club Breakfasts. and have very brief “reports and announcements” at the breakfasts during 11 of the months of the year.

3. The calendar leaves the breakfasts on the 3rd Saturday of the month but changes the 4 “Program club meetings (two in Fall, two in Spring) and the other two GHS meetings to the 3rd Monday of the month, permitting major Club activities to fall within the same weekend-three day period (i.e. grouped on your calendar). (E-Board meetings were reduced by several and switched to the 2d Monday of the month).

4. We have added several foxhunts and three workshop periods, all scheduled immediately after a Club Breakfast so the same Saturday morning can be devoted to a workshop or foxhunt and still have other weekends free.

5. We cut the August Breakfast due to two weekends being already tied up with race coverage that month. That doesn’t preclude having an informal breakfast for those who wish to do so on the 3rd Saturday (might keep Bill’s Restaurant happy—or maybe they could use an August break from us (.

6. Finally, we kept all the former race coverage responsibilities, picnic, and December Potluck in the picture. 

This may help some folks’ schedules and hurt others but I did try several times for input and went with what I got.  If, after seeing how it goes this next year, we don’t like it, we can always change it for the following year.

Meanwhile, I am hoping it will maintain the social events we all like, give us some opportunity to organize extra activities and programs better, maintain a schedule with the Greenfield High School facility for formal program meetings, and perhaps avoid canceling meetings at the last minute due to severe winter weather.

Study the calendar for next year (attached).  Remember, it begins effective July. Until then, this year’s calendar applies!

Don’t forget to nominate some folks for upcoming open offices when you get the nominating ballot notice.  You may nominate yourself!  You can nominate a second choice in case your first choice doesn’t run. But, of course, you can’t vote twice, Hi Hi. So if two choices for one office do run, seems like you will have to make a choice in June. Wouldn’t that be grand!
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Hyrum Huskey, KB1KRS
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The regular club meeting of March 10, 2008, was called to order by KB1KRS
at 7:15 P.M. with twelve members present.  The Secretary's report of the February meeting was approved as printed in the Communicator.  Howard, N1LUP, reported a February 1 balance of $1379.03, with income during the month of
$39.00 and expenses of $17.77 for printing the Communicator.  On March 1st the club had a bank balance of $1389.11, with $11.15 in cash on hand, for a total of $1400.26.  His report was accepted by a voice vote.
 

Due to the area-wide flood possible on Friday evening, the repeater was used
to broadcast a SkyWarn event.  Our area was spared from any damage, but the
Eastern part of the state had extensive lowland flooding.
 

N1EWK, our repeater trustee, reported that both the 2-meter and the 440 

machines are functioning well.  The weather station at the 2-meter site came through
the winter with only minor problems.
 

A hearty round of applause followed the news that Howard, N1LUP, had successfully upgraded to General.  Steve Connelly, who joined the club last month, passed his Technician exam and became KB1QAD.  Josh Belanger passed both his Technician, and General tests to become  KB1QAE.
 

The revisions to the 2008/2009, calendar, proposed by Hyrum, will be firmed up at the E-board meeting next Monday.
 

Please give some thought to the upcoming election for next year's officers.
This year we will be electing a President, Secretary, and one Director.  
In April all members will receive a ballot to record their nominations. At the
May meeting the results will be announced, and at the Annual Meeting in
June the election will be finalized.
 

A preliminary discussion of Field Day took place.  We need to resolve the problem of the two stations interfering with each other, either by moving the antennas or finding filters that actually work.  Volunteer operators will be needed, as well as assistance during the set-up and teardown periods.
 

The meeting was formally adjourned at 7:35.  
 

Carter, WA1TVS, won the 50/50 Raffle. Entertainment was provided by DVD programs on the EmComm system.

-AC1L
ARRL EmComm Manager Dennis Dura, K2DCD, On Line Seminar April 19

”Meet with ARRL's Emergency Preparedness and Response Manager, Dennis
Dura K2DCD, on an April 19 on-line seminar hosted by the ARRL
Atlantic Division. Dura will present information about the ARRL's
EmComm program and what he's been working on. 

This webinar/teleconference is designed for any club members, ARES
members, and anyone else interested in emergency communications. You
do not have to be a member of the Atlantic Division to register and
participate. This is a free on-line presentation and teleconference.
(The telephone call to the conference center may be a toll call,
however). There will be a question and answer period after the
presentation. Interested amateurs can register for this
webinar/teleconference at:
<https://www1.gotomeeting.com/register/874893521> -- Bill Edgar,”

-Extracted from the ARES E-Letter for March 20, 2008.
