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2 -Meter Repeater at frequency 146.985, PL 136.5

440 Repeater at 448.875 PL 136.5 with link to 29.600 [image: image3.jpg]< Hanstick antenna





OFFICERS:

president
 Hyrum H. Huskey Jr.- KB1KRS- (413) 863-8741




 KB1KRS@arrl.net


Vice President   Carter MacDonald, WA1TVS, 




                   (413) 665-3102 



                   Carter.macdonald@Comcast.net 



secretary:        Richard Burnham, AC1L, temporary Volunteer


treasurer:        Howard Field, N1LUP, (413) 625-6809



                   howfield@comcast.net

director:          Bill Boutwell-N1EWK- (413) 774-4669



                   n1ewk @arrl.net


director & clerk:

Scott Conti – N1LYW – (413) 774-7992





N1LYW @arrl.net

ARRL APPOINTED POSITIONS:


district emergency coordinator: Tom Foxwell – N1OTS - (413) 774-2874 






      N1OTS at arrl.net


Asst Emergency Coordinators: Ralph Lovering-WA1UO L - (413) 628-4405






   Wa1uol@arrl.net
FCARC APPOINTED POSITIONS:


v.e. team coordinator:
Walt Congdon-W1ZPB – 





(413) 498-2729 w1zpb@arrl.net


web site managers:

 Al Woodhull-N1AW and Chris Myers, KB1NEK—Contact both at webmaster@fcarc.org 




C


communicator editor:
Hyrum H. Huskey Jr. (See above) 
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FOR MAY 2008 

FRI,  MAY 2 & SAT MAY 3 NEAR-FEST, Deerfield NH

SAT, May 3 (2000Z) to SUN May 4 (2400Z) New England QSO Party (See below)

SAT, May 10 (1799Z –2100Z) FISTS Spring Sprint

SUN, May 11, MOTHERS DAY

MON, May 19 0100Z to 0300Z Run For The Bacon QRP Contest

MON May 26, MEMORIAL DAY

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

SAT, MAY 17, 8:00a.m. FCARC Club Breakfast at Bill’s Restaurant in Greenfield

SAT, MAY 17, FCARC PICNIC and Meeting (See Directions below)

MON, MAY 19, 7:00p.m. E-Board Meeting at AC1L’s home in Greenfield

Tuesday night A.R.E.S. net at 9.00 pm -Thursday night information net at 8.00 p.m. on our two meter repeater 146.985 PL 136.5  
PRESIDENT’S CORNER: 

Our annual Club Picnic and Swapfest is this month.  Directions are in this newsletter. I will be unable to attend this year because we will be in Texas that day, but I hope that all of you can attend and I will miss seeing you all and getting my share of the always-delicious variety of potluck provided by the members.  Bring a picnic style potluck dish.  Barbeque meat items will be provided. 

Betty, KB1DCG has graciously offered to take an advance attendance roster and coordinate potluck dishes to ensure there is a variety of food.  Please let her know your probable food contribution and attendance plans. Thanks.

Our club election of vacant officer positions for next year will be at the June meeting.  Nomination ballots should already be in your hands.  Please consider making nominations (including yourself is OK!).  Please return your nomination ballots to Dick, AC1L, now before you forget to do it.  He needs time to follow up on the nominations to determine if folks will accept the nomination and/or office for which nominated.

In this issue of the Communicator, we have some great items submitted, including an article by Al, N1AW, on construction of a T-Connector for mobile operation, information on a Handi-Finder Antenna source that you can use to start preparing for the Club’s summer fox hunts, a nice HF rig donated to the Club’s radio programs, and other useful information for both this month, and the forthcoming summer.

Don’t forget (how could you?) that our new annual trial calendar will begin on July 1 (for summer activities) and encompassing the forthcoming year. We’ve abbreviated the monthly time frames for regularly scheduled club activities (for general members) to open up more of your schedules.  So…we then expect to increase member participation during all events!  Help us! Mark your calendars in advance and save as many of the club activity dates as possible. Like me, I know you may have to miss one occasionally, but when you do, we miss you!

We will be Fox Hunting again this summer, as well as possibly making a trip or two to interesting radio-related places.  Of course, August will bring our two biggest race support functions in the form of the Shelburne Classic Bridge Race and the Greenfield Triathlon.  So put on your pretties and join us for summer fun!

In case you missed it, Steve Ford, WB8IMY, furnished a nice webpage site on Surface Mount Soldering techniques. Note that there is a SHIFT underline mark between surface and Mount, and between Mount and Soldering. www.curiousinventor.com/guides/Surface_Mount_Soldering 

And, finally, I want to extend a personal invitation to all of you who read this newsletter but whom we have not seen in some time.  Please visit your fellow club members during this year’s Field Day (if not before!) on June 28 and 29 at Poets Seat Tower in Greenfield; to say hi, and see what everyone has been up to. We have new members who have not met many of you, and you have valuable knowledge and skills to share. And the old saying has some truth to it:  “The More, the Merrier!” (More about Field Day elsewhere in this newsletter)
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Hyrum Huskey, KB1KRS

Club President 2006-2008
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F.C.A.R.C. Inc. Meeting Minutes, April 14, 2008:

The meeting was called to order by Hyrum, KB1KRS, at 7:20 with twelve members attending.   The Secretary's report was accepted as printed in the Communicator.
Howard, N1LUP, reported a March 1 balance of $1,426.  During the month we had
raffle proceeds of $9.50. Expenses were $50 to the Northfield Unitarian Church, 
$49.57 for printing of the Communicator, and $100 to the Ketchum educational fund.
The April 1 balance was $1,210.19.  His report was accepted by a voice vote.
 

Hyrum needs more articles that can be included in upcoming Communicators.  He is
especially interested in "how I did it" items, and anything connected with the history
of the club.  Items do not have to be long; he likes to have your thoughts and views of our wonderful hobby!
 

Both repeaters are operating nicely--but they would benefit from more use.  Repeater
use nationwide is at an all-time low, from what we read in ham publications.  Cell phones
have truly taken over, but when there is a true emergency only ham radio is available
to replace the lost lines of communication. Contrary to popular opinion, cell-phones 
have some generator backup.  The problem is that during a problem time everyone tries
to place personal calls, and the systems just cannot cope with the volume.
 

Walt, W1ZPB, left Newark last Thursday for the trip to Hong Kong.  They will be visiting their son and his family, especially their grandchildren! Walt and Betty will be back at the end of the month.
 

There will be a VE session in May at the Northfield Unitarian Church site.  Notices will be posted with the ARRL and on local repeaters.  SKYWARN sessions are scheduled for Monday, May 5th, in Swansea NH, on Route 35; also in Worcester on May 21.
 

Our proposed calendar for 2008/2009, which begins in July, has been well received.
Hopefully we can work in three foxhunts on Saturday mornings after the club breakfasts.
Everyone is looking forward to the potluck picnic at the home of the Fred Smead in the outskirts of Amherst on May 17th. Directions to get you there will be included in the next Communicator.  Don't forget the flea-market part of the picnic--a great time to get rid of your excess ham gear and perhaps even add to your present collection!
 

Nomination papers will go out before the end of the month, and they are due back by
May 5th so that the Nominating Committee can contact all who have been nominated to see if they will run for one of the three open positions.  We are hoping for lots of names to work with.  
 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:50.  After the 50/50 raffle AC1L presented a discourse entitled "Fox Hunting 101".  It was a light-hearted approach to this exciting phase of ham radio, and he was assisted by Carter, WA1TVS; Bill, N1EWK: and Hank, KA1WTS, who showed hunting items and shared mementos of hunts gone by.    – AC1L 
SKYWARN TRAINING EARLY THIS MONTH!

For those of you interested in SKYWARN training, it will be the first week of this month. The three training sessions nearest to Franklin County are: (1) MON, May 5, 6:30pm-9:30pm Monadnock Regional High School, Swanzey, NH; (2) TUE, May 6, 7-10pm Goshen Public Library, Route 9, Goshen, MA; and (3) WED may 7, 7-10pm Channel 22 One Broadcast Center, Chicopee MA.  The three- hour training session gives you a fine introduction to SKYWARN, weather signs, and reporting needs of the weather service. Pre-registration is not required. -Editor
THANK YOU NOTE RECEIVED

The F.C.A.R.C., Inc. recently received a thank you note from Judi Ketchum.


“Dear FCARC Members – Thank you very much for your generous support of Eli’s and Luke’s education.  We all appreciate your kindness and friendship. Sincerely, Judi Ketchum” – Hyrum, KB1KRS


A T-CONNECTOR L-MATCH 

It is well known that the low radiation resistance of a shortened vertical antenna means it will not be a good match for 52-ohm coax unless some kind of matching network is used. Fortunately an L match circuit is easy to make by shunting a capacitor or an inductance to ground at the antenna feed point. 

I use helically wound Hamstick-type antennas for HF mobile. The L-match is a good way to get a match to the coax to my transceiver. I was inspired by a QST article (February 2004) by AD5X,  that described a mobile mount with switch able capacitors. However, I wanted something quicker and easier than the elegant AD5X method.

My solution is to use a base mount with an SO-239 connector opposite the antenna stud end. Instead of connecting the coax directly to the mount I attach a coax T-connector to the mount. On one side of the tee I connect the coax from the transceiver. On the other side of the tee I connect a coax plug with a fixed capacitor attached. I prepared plugs with capacitors for the bands I expected to operate. 

The figure shows how this works. I use cut-down crimp-type connectors for the capacitor plugs. 


It is easy to experiment with different capacitor values using alligator clips and a banana plug. In this way I determined that 400 pf made for a good match for 40 meters and that 150 pf worked well for my 20 meter antenna. Experiments indicated I had satisfactory matches on 15 and 10 meters with no shunt capacitor, but I may revisit this when the sunspots come back and I start to operate more on the higher 

frequency bands. 

Weatherproofing is a concern for any outdoor antenna, mobile or fixed. I coat the capacitor and the body of its plug with a weatherproof material like so-called liquid electrical tape or I wind a generous length of ordinary electrical tape over it. When I want to operate without a capacitor I put a weatherproof cap on the open end of the tee connector. Rubber, furniture feet from the hardware store work well for this. – Al Woodhull, N1AW

Reference:


Salas, Phil, AD5X, A Mobile Antenna Base with Internal Capacitive Matching, QST, Feb 2004, p. 43
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