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A HANDI-FINDER ANTENNA KIT FOR FOXHUNTING

Henry, KA1WTS, passed along this website for the “Handi-Finder” Kit, an antenna that could be constructed for fox hunting purposes: http://www.noard.com/noardhdf.htm Clicking on the link buttons “HOMING-IN” and MODIFICATION in the text will also bring up sites that offer additional technical information related to this kit.

ARES VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Chet, N1XPT, is working with the American Red Cross to establish some local ARES volunteers with the RC during local emergencies.  Additional Franklin County ARES operators are also needed on an ongoing basis for periodic emergency response.  Tom, N1OTS, Franklin County DEC reports only eight volunteers have filed official ARES applications.  If you are interested in Amateur Radio Emergency Services, please contact Tom Foxwell or Chet Chin for further information.  Both variety and regular-posting assignments are possible depending on the interest and capabilities of the individual operator. - Editor
NEW ENGLAND QSO PARTY THIS MONTH!

Once again, it is time to make new acquaintances and renew old ones, by participating in the New England QSO Party.  This year the party is on the weekend of May 3 and 4. Information, rules, etc. can be found at the following Internet page http://www.neqp.org/index.html   - Editor

ANNUAL CLUB MEMBERS PICNIC & MAY MEETING

“Bring food and they will eat it.”  There’s a motto to “full-fill” the hopes of F.C.A.R.C. members!  Put Saturday, May 17th on your calendar for a diet holiday.  Start out with the Club Breakfast at 8:00am at Bill’s Restaurant in Greenfield  (BYOB-buy your own breakfast!).  Jog home and pull out your lawn chair, whip together a picnic dish, and bring along a radio item you might be thinking about selling (or maybe cash to buy one). We’ll have a Swapfest between club members. Then, follow the directions below to the home of Janet and Fred Smead at 73 Mt Warner Road in Hadley.  That’s the picnic and club meeting site for May.  Hours are roughly 2-6pm. – Editor

DIRECTIONS: (Those who insist on getting lost or using your in-car technology, ignore at the risk of being last in the food line!) – Hyrum
Coming from the WEST into Sunderland Center:





After you cross the Sunderland Bridge, on Route 16, take a right at the traffic light – you will then be on Route 47 South.  

Landmarks that you will pass on Route 47 South—mileages are cumulative from the center of Sunderland as you turn at the light:


On your left: Millstone Farm Market 
 .3

 Sugarloaf Estates (Apts.)
.5




 Smiarowski Farm Stand
1.8


On your right: Telega Farm

2.3


On your left: Russell Street


2.6




 Plumtree Road

2.6


On your right: Sign Reads:  Entering Hadley  3.1


On your left:
Cold Spring Lane

3.4

Comins Road

4.2




Karl’s Excavating

4.8




Stockbridge Street

5.2

As you enter the village of North Hadley, landmarks will be:

On your left:
North Hadley Congregational Church 
6.0




North Hadley Fire Station


6.0


On your right: An old-fashioned gas station sign that reads:



Auto Tech Garage (yellow in color)

6.1

Almost immediately after the Auto Tech, take a left (by the Mill house) onto Mt. Warner Road 

You will be crossing the North Hadley Pond 

  Other landmarks on Mt. Warner Road:


French Street on your right


Joelle Terrace on your right

Stockwell Road on your right 6.1


2 large new houses (may be for sale) on the hill – left side


Architectural Timber and Millwork –49 Mt. Warner Road on your right 
6.9

The road has a sharp curve to the left.  You will pass a small lavender colored house on your right – then you will go through a wooded area.  When you come into the clearing, our house is the first gray colonial on your right. You will first see our attached 3-car garage.   As you face it, the door on the right will be larger than the other two.  Mileage to our driveway from Sunderland Center is 7.2  -- name and house number (Smead and 73) on mailbox as you turn into driveway.

(413) 582-0322 if you need assistance  

The New England Amateur Radio Festival (NEAR-Fest III) at DEERFIELD 
May 2 & 3, 2008 
ALL radio enthusiasts are invited to attend the Spring 2008 convocation of NEAR-Fest II at the magnificent Deerfield New Hampshire Fairgrounds. 

Gates open Friday 0900. Prepaid ticket holders admitted first. Admission is $10.00 per person ($5.00 Saturday after 0600) and $10.00 per vehicle (RVs, Campers, Trailers) $20.00) into the flea market. Ample free parking available outside the flea market. Thursday night camp over and pre-hamfest get-together @ $20.00 per vehicle. Plan on joining us and help get the fun started early! Purchase advance tickets and vehicle passes by mail as well as at the Fairgrounds. We are pleased to welcome the Simadi Shriners back to Deerfield. Send check or money order to: NEAR-Fest, PO Box 511, Hartford VT 05047. 

In addition to the hundreds of hams “tailgating” in the flea market there will be several educational forums, the traditional Friday night “Jam Session” and three buildings packed full of commercial vendors and dealers offering everything from the latest in radio equipment, books, accessories and who knows what else? You never know what treasures, old and new, you will find at Deerfield! 

The Deerfield Fairgrounds is located on Route 43 approximately 15 miles NE of Manchester NH. Take Exit 3 off Highway 101 East and follow Highway 43 north to the fairgrounds. GPS coordinates: N42° 5’ 57.4” W71° 14’ 33.5” (Lat 43.099286 Lon -71.242663). Talk-in on K1JEK/RPT 146.700 MHz (-600 PL 88.5). 

NOTE: The Deerfield Fair Association rules prohibit alcohol and open fires anywhere on the grounds. Charcoal grills, barbeques, gas grills are okay! 

Full details are available on the official NEAR-Fest Web Site: www.near-fest.com  

Don’t forget! BOXBORO August 23-24 2008 www.boxboro.org 

Tentative Fall Dates: October 10th and 11th 2008 
(Above from website www.near-fest.com )
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