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F.C.A.R.C. Inc.

P.O. Box 773

Greenfield, MA 01302



2008-2009 Season –SEPTEMBER 2008

2-Meter Repeater - frequency 146.985, PL 136.5

440 Repeater - frequency 448.875 PL 136.5 with link to 29.600 

Tuesday night A.R.E.S. net at 9.00 pm -Thursday night information net at 8.00 p.m. on our two meter repeater 146.985 PL 136.5  


PRESIDENT’S CORNER: 

Greetings to all members. It is a pleasure to be able to represent you as your newly elected president. As with all new officers, there is always a learning curve and I know from past experiences that there is no better way to learn than from previous officers who have been very helpful in transitioning not only new officers but also so helpful with new members. That's one of the things that makes ham radio such a great hobby. I say one of the things because there are so many things to do in this hobby that you can pick an area to excel in or just be one of the regulars who hangs out on the repeater to share information and participate in the weekly nets, breakfasts and other club events. I enjoy being able to work with ARES, RACES, CERT, MRC and helping with the American Red Cross. I would like to learn more about fox hunting and the NTS messaging. Do you have a special activity that you can't get enough of? 

Did you know you can send messages directly to a cell phone or an email address from your ham radio? This would be a very good way to tell your family and friends that you are ok if we are struck by a manmade or natural disaster with all electrical and phone services out of commission. Field day gave us an opportunity to set up a station to do just that and we had a lot of fun doing it. You will need a Winlink account to log into a Winlink station. It really is easy. All you need is a sound card interface such as a rigblaster and your call sign. There are no fees to pay. For those who would like to know more visit http://www.winlink.org where you can also create a free account. Even the software is free! If you need help doing this let me know and we can do it together.

Thanks to all who make our club a meaningful and rewarding activity. I'm looking forward to another year of fun with the Franklin County Amateur Radio Club. 

73, Chet (N1XPT)

I WANT TO GO HOME!

I have a small turquoise cooler with a purple top and white handle, and a green plastic folding chair, in my garage from field day.  If you own one of these items, please notify me so they can be brought to their rightful home.  Thanks.  – Hyrum, KB1KRS

MON, SEP 1 – LABOR DAY

SAT, SEP 20, 8:00am, CLUB BREAKFAST 

SAT, SEP 20, 10:00am, FOXHUNT

MON, SEP 22 – Fall Begins

MON, SEP 29 – Rosh Hashanah begins


The June meeting notes were published in the SUMMER issue of the Communicator.

HAM SHACK IN A LITTLE CAPE COTTAGE

   Cape Cod has lots of retirees and many of them are hams.  They are family-oriented, and tend to gather on the airwaves after the normal day is over and darkness has settled.  

   One of the 2-meter groups covers the area from Orleans north to Provincetown, with a dozen or so showing up around 9:30.  They are tolerant of newcomers, and I used to check in once in awhile, mostly to just listen.  Over a period of time I deduced that “Chuck” was the guy who owned the last house on Commercial Street in P/town, across the street from the posh Lands End Inn.  At street level he had a twenty foot wide iron gate, supported by massive brick pillars.  The driveway swept up to the house location, on top of a sand dune.  

   It was a very new house, modern in style, with the ocean end entirely of 

glass.  Beside the house was a fifty-foot freestanding tower, with a large tri-band beam on top   Just below the tri-bander was a six-element quad for 2 meters, with circular elements.  Although this beam was not over 75 feet above sea level, there was absolutely nothing anywhere around it!  Imagine, if you can, a location where “line-of=sigh” means anything between Nova Scotia and Florida.  Heading inland, he was line-of sight to Maine’s Mt. Katahdin, Mount Washington, and Mount Greylock!  On HF, he must have been 59 with the whole world.

   Chuck was the typical, affable ham.  He participated in the banter, which usually covered what each guy had experienced on that particular day, including the sights on the clothing-optional beaches, and lies about their fishing prowess.  Every once in awhile I would tell Mildred that this was going to be the night when Chuck invited me to his QTH.  It got to be a standing joke, but it never happened.  In my defense, I never heard him invite anyone else either.  

   Years passed, and Chuck became a Silent Key.  His wife continued to occupy the house until her death last Fall.  Now there is frenzy in P/town among those who want the town to preserve this piece of prime real estate, and realtors who want to build condos on the most fabulous property around.  If you would like to take over what is probably the best site for ham radio on the east coast, you will have to act quickly.  AT $11,000,000 it will be gone soon! – AC1L
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A LITTLE BIT OF CHANGE

   A new club year has begun so it seemed only appropriate to use this “new start” period for a few changes to the newsletter format.

   With this issue, I’ve changed the officer information listing to the last page and jumped right into the business of the newsletter itself on page one.  This has the disadvantage of possibly making the Calendar in the middle of a page.

   I’ve also introduced a two-column format for most of the newsletter.  I hope that will automatically tend to keep most pictures somewhat smaller as well as add more of a newsletter look to the issues. Font type and size of text remain the same: 12 point for titles and 11 point for text body.

   Let me know your thoughts on these changes! Hyrum, KB1KRS
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FOX IN THE CORN!

  The long-awaited Fox Hunt was finally held on August 2 at 10am.  Billed as an introductory hunt, it turned out to be a complete puzzle to all who participated (except the Fox, of course! –editor).

   At the breakfast, three teams were formed.  Bill, N1EWK paired up with John, KB1NOH, and Barbara, KB1NOI.  Chet, N1XPT took Dave Allen in tow; and Al, N1AW and Phil Grant, N1YPS, made up the third unit.  At 9:59am, the Fox found out that there was glitch in the transmitter, so things started off a little late.  Everyone got a solid direction from Poet’s Seat—due East.  As they left the tower they all stopped to help out a group who had succeeded in locking themselves out of their automobile.  After solving this problem, all of the hunters promptly forgot their initial direction, and started off in all directions.  The Fox was running 10 watts, to make the last mile of the hunt easier.  Our rules do not call for any power level; all that the Fox is required to do is hit the repeater.  

   We have probably never had a hunt under the conditions that exist this August.  The foliage is lush from all the rain, and a ground-level signal does get attenuated to an unusual degree. 
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