However, if any of the hunters had stuck with their first impression and gone to the periphery of the announced five-mile distance, whey would have been within a half mile in about fifteen minutes.  As it was, all wandered around looking for a new direction, fighting to get a readable signal.  Phil reported a fine signal from the GCC campus!

   At the end of the hour, no one was anywhere near the Fox, and indeed it took fifteen minutes of blatant clues to get the group assembled.  However, primed with cold water, diet Coke, and Mildred’s cookies, everyone ended up having a good time.

   The den was on the south side of Mt Pisgah road.  This is a meandering dirt road that branches off of the French King Highway, just beyond the Barbeque restaurant.  It is an interesting area.  At the end of the road it takes an abrupt left-hand turn through one of the largest cornfields in Franklin County before proceeding up to Gill center.  It is a pretty ride, and we were surprised to find that the area is listed on some maps as the “Connecticut River Greenway State Park!”  Ham radio can indeed be educational.

   This “tune-up” hunt was intended as the forerunner of a maximum-distance adventure.  In view of the problems encountered, it seems prudent to have one more “easy” hunt before the Fox gets down to the nasty business of really trying to evade all comers! – AC1L





NATIONAL PREPAREDNESS MONTH

  September is National Preparedness Month.  This is a good time to reflect on how prepared you are for a local or national emergency.  It is all too easy to slip into complacency until an emergency directly affects us.  Perhaps you could make a monthly note on your calendar to check these items during that month each year.

JAN:  Replace smoke detector batteries.  Check all portable or fixed power devices for full charges and/or gasoline on hand for generators.  Be sure you have an alternative, working heating source. Renew flashlight or emergency lighting batteries.

FEB:  Check “Go Kit(s)” for both local and out-of-area deployment if required.  Replace emergency rations and water in your car’s evacuation kit (you do have one in the trunk don’t you?).  Check your home grab bag for current vital documents and other items that should go with you in the event of an immediate evacuation.

MAR:  Review your family’s emergency plan for fire evacuation of your home, and for out-of-area evacuation planning.  Be sure your alternate family contact telephone number is up to date and known by all family members in the event of separation. Be sure you have a map in your automobile for use in determining alternate routes in event of road closures.

APR: Recheck all of your radio equipment, including items in your ARES Go Kit to be sure you have compatible connectors, have not forgotten to replace a piece of equipment, and that you have various power-pole connectors and fuses for the radio equipment you plan to take with you in the event of local deployment.

MAY: Consider your vaccination status.  Do you need Hepatitis or Tetanus shots? Is your passport, ID cards up to date?  Do you have a 5-10 day supply of your current medications in an evacuation kit that will go with you?  Change out these medications every six months.  Check auto for summer operation and/or need for new windshield wiper blades, belts, or hoses.  Clean and check air conditioners for home and auto.

JUN:  Review hurricane and/or flooding situation for your home and area.  Be sure you have a week’s supply of non-perishable food that can be eaten without cooking, or cooked with a non-electric means of heating. Check for summer sun block supplies and if your car windshield sun shield is still in the trunk.  Check car roadside emergency equipment status.

JUL:  Check battery-operated portable radio for operation and new batteries as needed. Test all smoke and monoxide detectors in home and replace batteries as needed.  Check home and auto fire extinguishers to be sure they are still “in the green”.  Review fire extinguisher operation and home fire evacuation plan (yes, again!) with all family members.

AUG: Review current financial plans, health care proxies, estate planning, wills, and death instructions with significant other and appropriate family members.  Inspect and/or replace antennas, connections, and cabling to prepare your station for winter.

SEP:  Check condition of home heating system and filter. Clean wood-burning chimneys. Check oil tank and fill if this is your means of heating.  Check automobile fluids and other winterization items.  Prepare necessary alternative heating plans and equipment in event of extended electrical service outage.

OCT:  Put up storm doors and glass on screen doors as necessary.  Inspect home for winter weatherization needs.  Prepare snow blower and restock ice-melt supplies etc. If you use a contractor for your driveway or sidewalk, check with that person to be sure you are still on their list and he/she is still in business.

NOV:   Inspect holiday decorations, electric candles, tree lights, and home lights for wear and tear and replace as necessary.  Re-check all batteries for portable communication devices and replace as necessary.  Put snow tires on automobile if you normally use them for winter and have not already done so. 

DEC:  Check and/or replace emergency food supplies and lantern heating oil supply. You can replace as needed while doing your holiday shopping.  Replace bottled water annually, dry goods every two years, and canned goods every three to five years. Replaced goods which are unopened or undamaged, can be donated to food pantries because they will be consumed while the foods are still within their usability period.
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telltale@verizon.net 
THE COMMUNICATOR is an informational publication for members of the Franklin County Amateur Radio Club. This is your newsletter! Amateur radio information of general interest, club member project descriptions and doings, radio applications to other activities, corrections, or suggestions are all welcome.  Individual submissions make for variety! We need more writers! Send to editor’s email telltale@verizon.net or Tel: 863-8741 by the third Friday of the month, please. Email addresses of Club Officers may be found on the club web site www.fcarc.org 
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