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F.C.A.R.C. Inc.

P.O. Box 773

Greenfield, MA 01302
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2-Meter Repeater - frequency 146.985, PL 136.5

440 Repeater - frequency 448.875 PL 136.5 with link to 29.600 

Tuesday night A.R.E.S. net at 9.00 pm -Thursday night information net at 8.00 p.m. on our two meter repeater 146.985 PL 136.5  


SAT, DEC 13, 8:00am, Club Breakfast at Denny’s Restaurant in Greenfield

MON, DEC 15, 6:00pm, Club Holiday Potluck Dinner at Greenfield High School

WED, DEC 31, Midnight Club Net to welcome in the New Year

MON, DEC 22, First Day of Hanukkah

THU, DEC 25, Christmas Day

FRI, DEC 26, Kwanzaa Begins

SUN, DEC 28, Muharramn / Islamic New Year

MON, DEC 29, Last Day of Hanukkah

WED, DEC 31, New Year’s Eve

 FCARC Club Meeting

The November 17, 2008 meeting of the FCARC, at Greenfield High School., was called to order at 7:15 pm by Club President Chet Chin, N1XPT.  There were 16 members present.


The treasurer’s report by Howard, N1LUP, was accepted as read.  He reported an October balance of $1600.75.

Recognition by applause was given Bill, N1EWK, for his time, energy, and money donated for winterizing and repair work to the Club trailer.

A detailed, Emergency Activities Report, of both the Conway and Sunderland drills, was given by Tom, N1OTS.  The Conway drill, the first of this type in the country, was on October 25, 2008 with 70% town coverage.  The Sunderland drill was held on November 15, 2008.  Beth, KB1NQL, and Cathy Mitchell acted as net control.  Carter, WA1TVS, ran a successful base station relay for the event from his home. A discussion of these events was animated and the result of HAM participation was appreciated.  The success   and failure points will be addressed in an “After Action Report”.

Twenty-0ne attended the HAM breakfast on November 15, 2008 at Denny’s.

Carter, WA1TVS, has a list of people making food contributions for the 6 pm December 15th Pot Luck dinner at the Greenfield High School.  An optional grab bag exchange will take place for those interested (limit $5.00).

Chet, N1XPT, in conjunction with E-Board and Club members will compose a Letter to the Editor of the local newspaper about HAM participation in local events and drills.

Walt, W1ZPB, brought to our attention an article in the December QST about an easy way to learn more about CW on the computer with a sound card.  The article in QST, augmented previous details that Walt had written for the Communicator.  He demonstrated a hand made antenna –single support rope guy that adjusts tension on a rope without using a turn- buckle or without having to tie knots using basic physics.  He gave Carter, WA1TVS, credit for help in the project.

Another HAM radio class has been requested and arrangements are being considered.

Chet, N1XPT, reiterated the need for volunteers from the surrounding community.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:06 pm.  Raffle won by Barbara, KB1NOI.

A program demonstration by Chet, N1XPT, and Tom, N1OTS, on Digital Emergency Communication was ably presented.  Anyone interested in this area of HAM operation should contact either Chet or Tom who have both offered their services to all who need help.

                                                            Club Secretary, Barbara KB1NOI

SMOKY CW?

The first known long-distance communication was via smoke signals, probably about 5000 years ago.    Contrary to the popular comic strips, messages were not sent by interrupting the billowing smoke with a blanket.  In order to be seen over long distances, a smoky fire was built on top of the highest available point.  The message was agreed upon beforehand, so seeing the smoke just confirmed that the event or action had taken place.   This method was replaced later on with semaphores, which could be used to send actual information.  Napoleon was in constant contact with his far-flung armies via

Semaphores, with relay points at strategic points all across Europe. –AC1L

CONTESTS A-COMING!

December brings the ARRL 160M Contest on the 6th and 7th, the 10M ARRL Contest on December 13th and 14th, and Straight Key Night at 0000UTC January 1st (New Year’s Eve on the East Coast). –Editor, KB1KRS
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KUDOS DUE TO:

Tom, N1OTS, DEC for Franklin County,  for the extraordinary efforts he has made to coordinate the assistance of amateur radio in backing up the Emergency Medical Dispensing Drills in Conway and Sunderland!  Nice work Tom!

Barbara, KB1NOI, Janice KB1DCC, Eric, KB1QY0 of Shelburne, and Alan, formerly WA1ZTA, all four of whom were the only examinees at our November 24 testing session; all four of whom took Extra Examinations; and all four of whom passed!  Quite an evening for both the successful candidates and the volunteer examiners!

NEW MORSE TRAINING TOOL

A new CW training tool has been made available by ZL1AN.  It can be downloaded from the New Zealand Amateur Radio Transmitters Ham Radio Society website at http://www.nzart.org.nz/nzart/exam/morse.html   - (Information extracted from WorldRadio, December 2008).

I’ve been playing with this program and although I haven’t found the help instructions that clear, the program is highly touted by users. I’ve got to do some more menu explorations I guess.– Hyrum, KD1KRS.

An abbreviated club calendar for the remaining half of the year.

	DECEMBER
	MON
	15
	6:00PM
	Holiday Potluck

	DECEMBER
	SAT
	NOW 8
	8:00PM
	Club Breakfast & Meeting

	
	
	
	
	

	JANUARY
	THUR
	1
	9:00AM?
	SAWMILL RIVER RACE

	JANUARY
	MON
	12
	7:00PM
	E-Board Meeting

	JANUARY
	SAT
	17
	8:00AM
	Club Breakfast & Meeting

	
	
	
	
	

	FEBRUARY
	SAT
	14
	10AM
	WINTER CARNIVAL RACE

	FEBRUARY
	SAT
	21
	8:00AM
	Club Breakfast

	FEBRUARY
	SAT
	21
	10-NOON
	Workshop TBA

	FEBRUARY
	MON
	23
	7:00PM
	VE SESSION

	
	
	
	
	

	MARCH
	MON
	9
	7:00PM
	E-Board Meeting

	MARCH
	SAT
	14
	8:00AM
	Club Breakfast

	MARCH
	MON
	23
	7:15PM
	Club Program Meeting

	
	
	
	
	

	APRIL
	SAT
	18
	8:00AM
	Club Breakfast & Meeting

	APRIL
	SAT
	18
	10-12
	Workshop TBA

	APRIL
	MON
	20
	7:15PM
	Club Program Meeting

	
	
	
	
	

	MAY
	MON
	11
	7:00PM
	E-Board Meeting

	MAY
	SAT
	16
	8:00AM
	Club Breakfast & Meeting

	MAY
	SAT
	16
	3:00PM
	Club Picnic

	MAY
	MON
	25
	7:00PM
	VE SESSION

	
	
	
	
	

	JUNE
	MON
	8
	7:00PM
	E-Board Meeting

	JUNE
	SAT
	13
	8:00AM
	Club Breakfast & Meeting

	JUNE
	MON
	15
	7:15PM
	Annual Election & Club Meeting

	JUNE
	SAT/SUN
	27-28
	8:00 AM Sat-2PM Sun
	FIELD DAY

	
	
	
	
	

	NOTES:  
	E-Board meetings switched to 2d Monday (before meetings)


OFFICERS:


president
 Chet Chin, N1XPT, (413)  863-3541


Vice-President   Carter MacDonald, WA1TVS,  (413) 665-3102 



                       Carter.macdonald@Comcast.net  



secretary:        Barbara Berrigan, KB1NOI, 


treasurer:        Howard Field, N1LUP, (413) 625-6809



                     howfield@comcast.net  


DIRECTOR:      John Berrigan, KB1NOH


clerk:                Scott Conti – N1LYW – (413) 774-7992



                 N1LYW@arrl.net  

ARRL APPOINTED POSITIONS:


district emergency coordinator: Tom Foxwell – N1OTS - (413) 774-2874 






      n1ots@arrl.net 


Asst Emergency Coordinators: Ralph Lovering-WA1UO L - (413) 628-4405






   wa1uol@arrl.net
FCARC APPOINTED POSITIONS:


VE. team coordinator:
Walt Congdon-W1ZPB – 





(413) 498-2729 w1zpb@arrl.net 


web site managers:

 Al Woodhull-N1AW and Chris Myers, KB1NEK—Contact both at webmaster@fcarc.org 




C


communicator editor & PIO
Hyrum H. Huskey Jr., KB1KRS, (413) 863-8741






telltale@verizon.net 
THE COMMUNICATOR is an informational publication for members of the Franklin County Amateur Radio Club. This is your newsletter! Amateur radio information of general interest, club member project descriptions and doings, radio applications to other activities, corrections, or suggestions are all welcome.  Individual submissions make for variety! We need more writers! Send to editor’s email telltale@verizon.net or Tel: 863-8741 by the third Friday of the month, please. Email addresses of Club Officers may be found on the club web site www.fcarc.org 

Appreciation, as always, is expressed to Locust Press, Inc. for their regular great service and timely assistance in photocopying and preparing the regular mail copies of The Communicator.  





D e a r S a n t a  de KB1KRS
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