many years. The Ice Storm brought down trees and power lines with ice accumulation of one-half to 1.5 inches common in the areas hit by the Ice Storm. Power outages numbered as many as 400,000 in Massachusetts with a similar number in New Hampshire. Phone outages occurred in some area. Many of you, Amateur Radio Operators and SKYWARN Spotters, provided a constant flow of information including information through the overnight that told the National Weather Service and Emergency Management about the gravity of the situation and the storm which escalated into a disaster that prompted a state of emergency in Massachusetts and New Hampshire and a federal disaster declaration across New Hampshire and the Massachusetts counties of Berkshire, Hampden, Hampshire, Franklin, Worcester, Middlesex and Essex counties. This major storm also caused river, stream and urban flooding and wind damage across portions of Southern New England particularly in Connecticut, Rhode Island, and even in portions of the area that had freezing rain. It was one of the longer duration storms that caused a SKYWARN Activation with Ops at NWS Taunton to last 27 consecutive hours from Thursday Evening through Friday. The storm caused the largest Amateur Radio Emergency Services Mutual Aid Team (ARESMAT) deployment since the 9/11 terrorist attacks as Hams supported the city of Gardner which had significant phone and power outages through Monday Evening. Articles on this major storm were posted to the American Radio Relay League web site at the following links:

 

http://www.arrl.org/news/stories/2008/12/18/10511/?nc=1
http://www.arrl.org/news/stories/2008/12/15/10506/?nc=1 

 

As we move into 2009, let’s hope for a quieter time and less impact on people’s lives by the very active severe weather pattern that was seen in 2008, but if it remains active, that the continued strong support by each and every SKYWARN Spotter continues. On behalf of the entire NWS Taunton staff and the team of Amateur Radio Coordinators involved in the SKYWARN program, a very Merry Christmas, Happy New Year and Happy Holiday season to all of you. A huge, thank you for all the work you do and that we will continue to see your strong support as we move into 2009.

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Robert Macedo (KD1CY)

ARES SKYWARN Coordinator

Eastern Massachusetts ARES Section Emergency Coordinator”

MORE KUDOS

Marc Tremblay, KB1NNX, also emailed me wanting to pass on his appreciation for the efforts of all who assisted with the Sunderland Emergency Planning Team’s Medical Dispensing Drill:  Tom, N1OTS, Chet, N1XPT, and the other Franklin County hams and amateur radio leaders.  Marc wrote “I am excited that I have witnessed a global response and hope for a continuation of this partnership as we progress with drills, training and or real world events.”

-Editor, KB1KRS
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POTLUCK DINNER RAFFLE PRIZE DONATIONS

A big thanks to all who donated prizes for the December 15th Christmas Potluck Dinner:  Isabel Huskey, Hyrum KB1KRS, Belle KB1NOG, Sue, KB1EZO, and Carter, WA1TVS.

Please remember to visit the 2d Street Bakery in Turners Falls and the Greenfield Farmers Cooperative Exchange and, while there, take time to let them know how much we appreciated their donations.

And congratulations to the winners!

-Hyrum, KB1KRS
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DIGITAL DOINGS

There is a Packet Radio Seminar planned at Holyoke Community College’s Kittredge Building on Saturday January 24, 2009.  The workshop will run from 900a.m. to 1:00p.m. and is free of charge with everyone welcome to attend.  It is designed to show amateurs what equipment is needed, how to hook it up, and how to use packet for making contacts.  If interested, you may send an indication of your intention to attend to: n1kxr@comcast.net 

ARRL OFFERS SELF STUDY COURSE ON DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY FOR EMERGENCY COMMUNICATIONS

Hams that want to learn about new tools that may aide their work in Emergency Communications, have no further to look than ARRL.  The national amateur radio association is now offering a self-study course on Digital Technology for Emergency Communications.  The course is offered on a diskette at a price of $49.95, and is designed to introduce hams to the many ways that digital technology can be used as an emergency communications tool.

-Editor, KB1KRS
PL-259 CONNECTOR INSTALLATION VIDEOS


”Want a good video on installing a Pl-259 Connector? This is a six-minute video that can be shown at a club meeting.


Installing a PL-259 on RG-213
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n1nabA6yMoI

Installing a PL-259 on RG8X
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PzXXjzmA-IE&feature=related
-ARRL Club Newsletter
December 12, 2008

Editor’s Note from KB1KRS:  It will also show you how difficult it can be when you are either a beginner or have someone filming the process!  (
