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F.C.A.R.C. Inc.

P.O. Box 773

Greenfield, MA 01302
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2-Meter Repeater - frequency 146.985, PL 136.5

440 Repeater - frequency 448.875 PL 136.5 with link to 29.600 

Tuesday night A.R.E.S. net at 9.00 pm -Thursday night information net at 8.00 p.m. on our two meter repeater 146.985 PL 136.5  


WED, APR 15, Vermont Yankee Drill “Dry Run Exercise”

SAT, APR 18, 8:00AM Club Members Breakfast at Denny’s Restaurant in Greenfield

SAT, APR 18, Tentative Emergency Dispensing Drill in Whately. Information will be provided when known.

SPECIAL DAYS THIS MONTH:


Palm Sunday, April 5

            Passover, April 9


Good Friday, April 10


Easter, April 12

RADIO EVENTS IN APRIL:


World Amateur Radio Day, April 18


Lyrids Meteor Shower, April 21

APRIL 23, SKYWARN TRAINING, Library on Main Street, Great Barrington MA, 6:30pm


 The FCARC monthly meeting of March 23, 2009, was called to order by Hyrum Huskey KB1KRS, who acted in Carter MacDonald’s WA1TVS’ place, at 7:15 pm with 12 members present.  Hyrum assured us that Carter was “doing better” as he recovers from his surgery.




Bill Boutwell, N1EWK, updated us on Walt Congdon’s medical condition.  Our thoughts are with both Carter and Walton for a full recovery.

There was no Secretary’s Report not already published..

Howard Field N1LUP gave the treasurer’s report, which was read and accepted. He reported a Club balance of $1516.88 at the end of 2008, income of $104 for the first two months of 2009 and expenses of $113.49, to arrive at a balance of  $1507.39 at the end of

February 2009.

Hyrum Huskey gave a Communicator report noting that he still needs our help with articles and information.  He will continue to add items of interest that he finds elsewhere.   Bill Boutwell thanked Hyrum for a job well done.

Public service/ARES issues were addressed by Tom Foxwell,  N1OTS. The Vermont Yankee practice drill earlier in March, worked very well.  Four out of seven towns in our area have amateur radio support. Chris Myers KB1NEK worked out of Colrain.   Phil Grant N1YPS worked from Gill.  Both Chris and Phil received praise from Tom and their constituents.

Praise was given to Bob and Walt for doing Northfield, essentially acting as EOC using their “just in time training” from the night before.  FEMA and MEMA participants were impressed by HAM operations at the Northfield Command Center.  Carter and Scott did Net Control duties from home.  Hyrum also worked net standby from his home base.  A dry run will be held in April with the final exercise in June.  The dosimetery portion of the test was under the direction of Chet Chin.  A new TNC was successfully installed in the emergency center.

HAM radio participation in a door- to- door drill in Whately on April 18th was discussed and more information will be provided later, as it becomes known.

Bill Boutwell said nothing new has been done on the repeater station, but a need exists to cut down the 440- meter antenna that is not connected at this time.

The VE session in February drew no participants.

The mold in the Club trailer will be inspected, by a person from FRCOG who has experience in this problem. That person will recommend steps to take to make the trailer safe.  Chet has charge of this undertaking.

The current status of officers was discussed..

Hyrum read the caption from the picture of Tom Foxwell that appeared in the local paper and we were all happy to hear that recognition was given to our HAM group.  Hyrum also read the article that Chet Chin wrote for the local paper praising emergency volunteers including club members.

Hank Wolcott, KA1WTS, together with Chris Myers, KB1NEK, brought up the need for a digipeater, over to the West. A discussion followed with thoughts of having something at Harriet Dyers KB1NOG home (possibly a “club sponsored Winlink station”).  Al Woodhull N1AW offered some insight into battery power needs.  A motion by Chet Chin to buy a power supply that Hyrum had advertised, was voted upon and passed. Chet said he would donate a radio to the Club that he received from Dick Burnham AC1L. Chet N1XPT picked the winning raffle ticket that he himself held. He donated all monies to the Club. Hyrum adjourned the meeting at 7:54 pm. 

A round table discussion followed the regular meeting. -Barbara, KB1NOG



CW KEY POLL

F.C.A.R.C.  PUBLICITY

The FCARC has generated some publicity of late.  

The Club was recognized in ARRL publicity after the winter’s big ice storm, and Chet Chin, N1XPT, Club President and MRC and CERT Coordinator, recognized the volunteers from all three groups who served their fellow citizens during the storm.  

On March 2, Stu Elliott, KB1MFM, was the subject of a feature piece in the Greenfield Recorder.  The article described Stuart’s other passion:  old printing presses and font sets which he collects and puts into use in printing local publicity posters and other work. With over 300 trays of fonts (many wooden), eight “antique” printing presses, and a collection of hand printing tools, this Ham is a “high tech” printer of days gone by.

Tom Foxwell, N1OTS, was also photographed by The Recorder while at the Greenfield Emergency Operations Center during the March 18 Vermont Yankee Drill. –Editor, KB1KRS

Poll date: March 27, 2009
What is your favorite way to send CW? 

	 Straight key
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	  23.0 % (327)

	 Bug
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	  7.0 % (99)

	 Paddles
	 [image: image5.png]



	  35.7 % (509)

	 Computer keyboard
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	  6.7 % (96)

	 Other
	 [image: image7.png]



	  0.9 % (13)

	 I don't operate CW
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	  26.7 % (380)

	 Total votes: 1424
		

	


(Above excerpted from the ARRL webpage)

FIELD DAY PACKETS

The Field Day Packets, including the complete rules and changes for 2009, are available from www.arrl.org/fieldday 

Publicity kit materials are also available there. – Editor, KB1KRS

COMMON COURTESY ON THE AIR

Back in the days when CB was new, I often used a rig in my car for long trips.  By finding a friendly truck driver (as my father was) that was going in the same direction, I could while away an hour or more trailing along and talking.  Several times, those conversations resulted in a dinner or coffee stop where I actually met my fellow road traveler.  It was all about a friendly rag-chew (and sometimes about staying awake!).

Of course, the CB fraternity finally broke down into overuse by unthinking (or uncaring) personnel and the conversations on the road became overwhelmed, at times, with profanity, inappropriate trash talk about cars with passing female occupants, and road rage exchanges.  Increasingly, I took to leaving my CB off to avoid the constant cacophony.

Ham radio is supposed to be different.  There is an accepted, and largely self-policed, code of conduct, that—if always used—would represent us as the professional “amateurs” that we are as a group. Our ticket, and uniquely owned call sign, should be enough to instill that sense of pride and professionalism, especially while on the air.

Unfortunately, there are a few hams on the bands who have either never been concerned with the commonly accepted courtesies of on-air operations, or have degenerated to the poor practices that came into use by CB users on the highways.

Blatant “take over” of a frequency, failure to use ID’s as proscribed, profanity, failure to pause for potential callers, and derogatory insults of known public figures are heard. Folks who tune up on frequency with key down and power at full blast are heard frequently, and sometimes appear to be malicious in intent, since the key sometimes goes down only when someone else begins speaking.  This has been a reoccurring problem on the First Region NTS net in the afternoon over the past four months that I have been handling traffic for WMA Cycle 2.

Here are some common courtesy guides for professional, ethical operating on either HF or VHF:

1. LISTEN FIRST!  Often a group will be using VOX and there will be pauses while they actually are on the air.  During CW exchanges, a slow copier may take a few moments before transmitting begins. Of course, sometimes, they are so used to their regular manners of transmitting, that they forget to give time for others to break in with their own call sign to join the conversation. Be patient or seek out a different frequency to call CQ.

2. TUNE UP OFF FREQUENCY!  If you don’t have a dummy load, seek an unused frequency and use very low power to tune up.  If you can’t tune on frequency with a couple of short key signals, you have other problems and are trying to tune up with too many antenna problems or fighting too much SWR.

3. HAVE PERSONAL INTEGRITY!  If you encounter an operating infraction, trash talk, etc. make a gentle reminder.  If attacked, don’t engage in an exchange, as it will only perpetuate the problem.  Find a new frequency. It is not the amateur’s job to indignantly and righteously defense his or her personal beliefs and values on the air or try to force them on to others.

4. HONOR NETS!  There are many nets which meat regularly and use the frequency at regular times on a consistent basis.  If you encounter such a net “coming on” while you are on frequency, be courteous and offer to move up or down to a different frequency at least 3000kc off. Yes, you might have been there first, but no one “owns” a frequency, and if the Net moves—which it might do to avoid interruptions—it means a number of stations have to “find” the Net’s new frequency before traffic, position reports, hazardous weather information, or some other important information can be passed.

5. USE YOUR FULL CALL SIGN AND PROPER PHONETICS ON THE AIR! Yes, you will hear many folks using only the last three digits of their call even when not in contests; you will hear every variation you can imagine for phonetics, etc.  Be tolerant of others’ accustomed use, but do it RIGHT when doing it yourself!  It is just as easy, and much better understood, to memorize and use the expected phonetics than to make the hearer try to figure out you are using AMERICA for ALPHA, TOMMY for TANGO, or RADIO for ROMEO.  Remember, too, that you are required to regularly announce your call sign at proscribed times.
6. BE BRIEF!  Give others a chance to respond.  On CW, use a few sentences and pass it back to the other person.  On emergency and traffic nets, avoid “gabby-ness”.  Be polite, but avoid unnecessary or fill-in words such as “I would like to now recognize” (just do it!) or chit chat largely unrelated to efficient conduct of the net.  That should be held until the net has been concluded.  Folks checking into many nets are on close time schedules that do not allow for “rag-chewing time” unless that is the purpose of the net itself.

No one is always “perfect,” but following a few common courtesy guidelines, will go a long way to building your reputation as a courteous and professional on-air operator that represents the best in amateur radio. –Hyrum, KB1KRS
NOBARC BULLETIN BOARD – The Northern Berkshire Amateur Radio Club now has a bulletin board at their website www.nobarc.org Items for sale or announcements can be listed there. -Editor

	        SKYWARN Spotter Training
The National Weather Service in Taunton MA gives SKYWARN spotter training

at several locations in Southern New England.  Anyone interested is welcome

to attend.  The training session is free of charge, and there is no need to 

register.  However, participants will be asked to fill out a short form 

during the class.

Official Spotter numbers will be given to anyone who attends a training and

is at least 16 years of age or older.  People younger than 16 who desire a 

spotter number, and who can present special circumstances will be evaluated 

on a case-by-case basis. 

Updated: March 29, 2009, 8:16 am




	Date
	City/Town
	County
	State
	Location
	Time
	Trainer

	Tue
Apr 14 2009
	Salem
	Essex
	MA
	Salem State College, North Campus
Room TBD
	6 to 9 pm
	NWS

	Sat
Apr 18 2009
	Brookline
	Norfolk
	MA
	Dexter-Southfield Schools
Clay Center Lecture Hall
20 Newton Street
Brookline, MA
For directions: www.claycenter.org
	11 AM - 2 PM
	Amateur Radio & NWS

	Thu
Apr 23 2009
	Attleboro
	Bristol
	MA
	Sturdy Memorial Hospital
Rice-Webb Auditorium
	7-10 PM
	Amateur Radio Coordinator

	Tue
May 5 2009
	Eastham
	Barnstable
	MA
	Cape Cod National Seashore
Salt Pond Visitor Center
Intersection of Rt. 6 & Nauset Rd.
(Drive time approx. 55 min. from Sagamore Bridge)
	7 - 10 PM
	NWS

	Tue
May 12 2009
	Chesterfield/Spofford
	Cheshire
	NH
	Spofford Fire Station
9 Pontiac Drive
Spofford NH
	630 - 930 pm
	NWS

	Sat
May 16 2009
	Block Island
	Washington
	RI
	Island Free Library
9 Dodge Street
Block Island, RI
	1 - 4 PM
	NWS

	Mon
May 18 2009
	Taunton
	Bristol
	MA
	Morton Hospital
Margaret Stone Conference Room
88 Washington Street
	7-10 PM
	Amateur Radio Coordinator


OFFICERS:


 president
Chet Chin, N1XPT, (413) 863-3541 

Vice-President   Carter MacDonald, WA1TVS, (413) 665-3102



                      Carter.macdonald@Comcast.net  



secretary:        Barbara Berrigan, KB1NOI, 


treasurer:        Howard Field, N1LUP, (413) 625-6809



                     howfield@comcast.net  


director:          Bill Boutwell-N1EWK- (413) 774-4669



                     n1ewk@arrl.net  


DIRECTOR:      John Berrigan, KB1NOH


clerk:                Scott Conti – N1LYW – (413) 774-7992



                 N1LYW@arrl.net  

ARRL APPOINTED POSITIONS:


district emergency coordinator: Tom Foxwell – N1OTS - (413) 774-2874 






      n1ots@arrl.net 

FCARC APPOINTED POSITIONS:


VE. team coordinator:
Walt Congdon-W1ZPB – 





(413) 498-2729 w1zpb@arrl.net 


web site managers:

 Al Woodhull-N1AW and Chris Myers, KB1NEK—Contact both at webmaster@fcarc.org 




C


communicator editor & PIO
Hyrum H. Huskey Jr., KB1KRS, (413) 863-8741






telltale@verizon.net 
THE COMMUNICATOR is an informational publication for members of the Franklin County Amateur Radio Club. This is your newsletter! Amateur radio information of general interest, club member project descriptions and doings, radio applications to other activities, corrections, or suggestions are all welcome.  Individual submissions make for variety! We need more writers! Send to editor’s email telltale@verizon.net or Tel: 863-8741 by the third Friday of the month, please. Email addresses of Club Officers may be found on the club web site www.fcarc.org 

Appreciation, as always, is expressed to Locust Press, Inc. for their regular great service and timely assistance in photocopying and preparing the regular mail copies of The Communicator.  
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