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2-Meter Repeater - frequency 146.985, PL 136.5

440 Repeater - frequency 448.875 PL 136.5 with link to 29.600 

Tuesday night A.R.E.S. net at 9.00 pm -Thursday night information net at 8.00 p.m. on our two meter repeater 146.985 PL 136.5  


MON, JUN 8, 7:00PM  E-Board Meeting a AC1L’s home

WED, JUN 10, 8-12AM  Vermont Yankee Drill –ARES Net Activation

SAT, JUN 13, 8:00AM   Club Breakfast at Denny’s Restaurant, Greenfield

MON, JUN 15, 7:15PM  Annual Corporation Meeting and Election of Club Officers, Greenfield High School

SAT-SUN, JUNE 27-28, ARRL FIELD DAY, POETS SEAT TOWER, GREENFIELD

OTHER EVENTS IN JUNE:

MON JUN 1 Atlantic Hurricane Season Begins

SUN JUN 14 FLAG DAY

SAT-SUN, JUN 13-14, ARRL June VHF QSO Party

SUN JUN 14 FLAG DAY

SAT JUN 20 –ARRL Kids Day

SUN JUN 21 –FATHERS DAY

MON JUN 22 – Amateur Radio Week Begins
CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR NEWEST CLUB MEMBERS!

Welcome to Ham Radio New Technician Licensees! The following three new hams received their Technician licenses at the May FCARC VE testing session: Cathleen Mitchell, KB1SNA; Christopher Dickerman, KB1SMY; and Jenna Dickerman, KB1SMZ.  By obtaining their first Ham ticket at our VE session, they will enjoy a free club membership for the new Club year beginning in July.

Also, at the same session, Jeremiah Rohr, KB1RZC of Swanzey, NH, upgraded to a General ticket.

Congratulations to all! – The Editor


MAKE THAT 

Another new club member is Bob Solosko, W1SRB, an Extra licensee who lives in Deerfield, MA.  Welcome to you Bob!

CHASING SIGNALS

The winter contest season was not too successful, given the state of the bands.  The Maximum Useable Frequency (MUF) never got very high, and my favorite bands were just not
available.  For me the only bright spot was the four 160 meter contests, two for SSB and two for CW.  By shorting the ladder-line that leads to my G5RV the feed line becomes a vertical antennas, with the dipole itself acting as a top-loading element.

To complete the antenna I use two 148' counterpoise wires (above-ground radials) that are draped around the yard on anything that will keep them out of harms way.  Not much of a low-frequency antenna, but it does work fairly well within a 1200-mile radius.  Managed to make 50 contacts during each of the contests, covering the Eastern half of the U.S. and lower
Canada.   My log of states worked on 160 is slowly growing, but it is obvious that WAS is not in the cards.  AC1L
 

CYCLE 24, WHERE ARE YOU?

Where are thou, Cycle 24?   About three years age we were told that cycle 23 was about to hit bottom, and cycle 24 wouldstart to build up.  In reality, things just got worse, and we have been in the doldrums ever since.  At least they have stopped trying to explain this unprecedented problem--in truth no oneknows just what is going on.  We have already passed the previous record for bottoming out duration, and the few sun-spots that are seen are usually from the wrong cycle.   In the meantime, traffic nets are experiencing untold problems.  Our West-coast club members, Ernie and Clare Johnson, tell us that they are using relays to get the messages passed.  Have we come full circle?  The American Radio Relay League was formed about 90 years ago to relay traffic from Hartford to Springfield! Granted that was in the days of spark, but it seems incongruous with our present-day equipment.    AC1L
NASA, NOAA RELEASES NEW PREDICTIONS FOR SOLAR CYCLE 24 

An international panel of experts -- led by the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) and sponsored by NASA -- has released
a new prediction for the next solar cycle: Solar Cycle 24 will peak in May 2013 with a below-average number of sunspots
<http://science.nasa.gov/headlines/y2009/29may_noaaprediction.htm?list13
00638>. "If our prediction is correct, Solar Cycle 24 will have a peak sunspot number of 90, the lowest of any cycle since 1928 when Solar Cycle 16 peaked at 78," said panel chairman Doug Biesecker of NOAA's Space Weather Prediction Center. This report clarifies a NOAA report from May 2009 that stated that Solar Cycle 24 would bring "90 sunspots per day on average"
<http://www.noaanews.noaa.gov/stories2009/20090508_solarstorm.html>. 

The latest forecast revises a prediction issued in 2007
<http://www.arrl.org/news/stories/2008/01/07/100/>. At that time, a sharply divided panel believed solar minimum would come in March 2008 followed by either a strong solar maximum in 2011, or a weak solar minimum would come in March 2008 followed by either a strong solar maximum in 2011, or a weak solar maximum in 2012. "It turns out that none of our models were totally
correct," said Dean Pesnell of the Goddard Space Flight Center and
NASA's lead representative on the panel. "The Sun is behaving in an
unexpected and very interesting way."
(The ARRL Letter, Vol. 28, No.22, Friday, June 5 2009)

(AC1L, looks, like your point is well proven by this article, which was published after your submission for the newsletter!) - Hyrum
NARL HAMFEST & FLEA MARKET JUNE 20 (From a press release) Newington (CT) will be the scene of activity for almost anyone interested in electronics or amateur radio for a one day expo at the Annual NARL <http://www.narl.net>Electronic Flea Market and Hamfest on  Saturday June 20 from 8 AM to 2 PM at  St. Mary’s School Exhibition Hall, 625 Willard Avenue (CT Rte. 173) Newington  Each paid admission ($5) will receive not only a ticket for a raffle every hour during the show, but also two additional tickets entitling the bearer to discounts at  two nearby electronics outlets: Lentini  Communications <http://www.lentinicomm.com> in Berlin (CT) and  also at Cables & Connectors (http://www.cablesandconnectors.com) in Newington.. 
Vendors are expected of all sorts of electronic components, antennas, hardware, computers and peripherals, amateur radios, wire and antennas, also used wares for sale, and displays to explain what they are all about. 

Experts will lecture and demonstrate a variety of radio and electronics related topics;

This Hamfest/Electronic Flea Market is an annual event attracting 100’s of visitors from southern New England and nearby New York State.

A live Special Event Ham station will demonstrate making over the air contacts. 

Prospective "hams" can take the FCC license exams. 

Admission is a $5 donation to NARL’s scholarship, civic and educational activities Indoor vendor tables are $10

per 4’ table (supplied). Outdoor Tailgate spaces are $10. Persons who have only a few items to sell can employ the Hamfest’s Drop ‘n Shop service for a small fee.

Prospective exhibitors and requesters of 

information should contact Mary  Hobart NARL Vendor Relations Chair,860-594-0397 or E-mail <mhobart@arrl.org.

NARL HAMFEST

Free discount tickets will be given away with each paid admission at the NARL Hamfest. Recipients of the FREE voucher will be entitled to a 10% discount at Lentini Communications www.<http://www.lentinicomm.com> 221 Christian Lane Berlin CT, and also at Cables & Connectors Inc. www.cablesandconnectors.com, 2307 Berlin Tpk. (CT Rte. 5/15). Newington. 
Some restrictions may apply.

HAM HEAVEN – A FIRST TIME VISIT TO DAYTON HAMVENTION

If there is a Ham Heaven for radio flea market addicts, it must surely be the ARRL Convention and Dayton Hamvention in Dayton, OH.  Imagine, five huge arena rooms filled with over 650 new product vendors.  Then, add an outside flea market lot with another 3000 spaces in twenty LONG lines filling a huge parking lot. A person can hardly even run through that in the first day, much less browse!

As a first timer, I confess, I never made it to my first day’s scheduled forums.  In fact, I made only three forums in two and a half days HI HI.  

I decided early on that the next time would be the banquets and BS visit.  This first time would have to be given over to getting the overall picture of vendor locations, layout of best ways to handle traffic, how to plan my days to best advantage, and locating a hotel and route in to Ohara Arena for future visits, that would avoid a lot of city traffic.

Fortunately, my youngest son lives in Columbus, seventy miles east, so future Dayton Hamvention attendance is perhaps more convenient than for many of my amateur radio colleagues.

Given my agenda, I spent the entire first day, and half of Saturday, just browsing through the outdoor flea market where I picked up about $40 worth of odds and ends of one type or another for future projects,  and “window shopping” the inside new vendor displays to look over a few accessories I had on my wish list. (I waited until the second day to pick up the Powerex Battery Minder and a new mobile VHF antenna and door mount that now permits me to get into my garage without dropping over my old mag mount antenna (which, anyhow, was not a real “gripper” on the pickup roof.

I took a long look at a telescopic “flag pole” set up which seemed like it might get my wire off the trees, but they were a bit pricey for the available funds I had to spend.  The lady at the Ameritron exhibit tried her best to get me interested in a $3000 amplifier, but considering the available time I have for being on the air—and the fact that contesting hasn’t really interested me all that much to date—I figured an amp wasn’t my most immediately needed toy! Most importantly, I didn’t have $3000 to spend Hi Hi.  I did succumb to a new Heil Headset for my Jupiter though.

I then popped into an ARES Forum that had more content than could possibly be covered in the hour session, and mostly was a brief overview of some the changes engendered by 9/ll and Hurricane Katrina.  At 3:30, I switched to a MARS Forum advertised as an “update from the MARS Service Chiefs.”  Both the presentations and the questions asked by some obviously-long-time MARS affiliated audience members, led me to the impression that inter-service battles continue alive and well within our defense arms, and MARS is not on the Department of Defense’s highest priority lists.  But, maybe my intuition skills were cross-wired that day.

Sunday, I expected to find few exhibitors remaining, less flea-marketers, and not much in the way of large numbers of attendees following Saturday night festivities of one kind or another.  WRONG! Everyone was still selling, and at the major prize raffle drawings at 1:00 PM, the main arena had hundreds of hams sitting around waiting for literally thousands of dollars worth of radio equipment to be given away by the major radio dealers.  ICOM donated the most, including at least eight D-Star radio setups.  The grand prize went to an Australian Ham—who was actually present to receive it!

I thought I had finished up Sunday by picking up about 150 feet of new marine-grade #12 insulated, stranded copper wire in the flea market.  It was on the bottom of a box marked “make an offer.”  I didn’t but asked how much.  The XYL piped up “oh, how about one dollar.”  About that time, her husband turned around and walked back from his truck to the table with a bit of a crest-fallen look on his face.  I handed the daughter a $10 and asked for a five back.  “Even I can’t do that” I said.  My fellow ham looked at me like a deer that has just decided those headlamps are going to miss it, and said “now there is someone who knows what that is really worth!”  But at least I felt a lot better than I would have walking away with that roll of wire for a dollar; and that alone was worth the extra four!

Back inside—and literally on the way to depart—I paid my third and final visit to K8RA’s Precision Brass Keys Exhibit.  By that time he was packing and both folks at the booth recognized me as the guy who had been drooling on their P1 Model Iambic Key from time to time throughout the weekend.  (I know, I know; why would I need a new key when I had just purchased one from N1EWK, and I hadn’t used my old one often enough to keep the dust off it?).  Well, fact is:  I did not need it.  I just wanted it. So there!

“OK, deals are being made here now”, he said. $10 off that paddle and I’ll throw in a free set of $20 Rosewood paddles for it along with the standard plexi ones.  Another $80 gone! And, I don’t regret it a bit. – Hyrum, KB1KRS
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communicator editor & PIO
Hyrum H. Huskey Jr., KB1KRS, (413) 863-8741






telltale@verizon.net 
THE COMMUNICATOR is an informational publication for members of the Franklin County Amateur Radio Club. This is your newsletter! Amateur radio information of general interest, club member project descriptions and doings, radio applications to other activities, corrections, or suggestions are all welcome.  Individual submissions make for variety! We need more writers! Send to editor’s email telltale@verizon.net or Tel: 863-8741 by the third Friday of the month, please. Email addresses of Club Officers may be found on the club web site www.fcarc.org 

Appreciation, as always, is expressed to Locust Press, Inc. for their regular great service and timely assistance in photocopying and preparing the regular mail copies of The Communicator.  
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