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F.C.A.R.C. Inc.

P.O. Box 773

Greenfield, MA 01302



2-Meter Repeater - frequency 146.985, PL 136.5

440 Repeater - frequency 448.875 PL 136.5 with link to 29.600 

Tuesday night A.R.E.S. net at 9.00 pm -Thursday night information net at 8.00 p.m. on our two meter repeater 146.985 PL 136.5  


THUR-SUN, SEP 10-13, All Day, Franklin County Fair

SAT, SEP 19, 8:00AM   Club Breakfast at Denny’s Restaurant, Greenfield

NEXT PROGRAM MEETING SCHEDULED FOR OCTOBER 19 (Mark your calendars!)

TENTATIVE ANNUAL CALENDAR INCLUDED IN THIS NEWSLETTER


The annual meeting of the FCARC was held on June15, 2009 in the Greenfield High School cafeteria with 15 members present.  The regular meeting room was unavailable.  President Chet Chin N1OTS called the meeting to order at 7:16 pm with introductions around the tables.  New member Bob Solosko W1SRB was welcomed by all, as was our new Technician Chris Dickerman KB1SMY.

Howard Field N1LUP gave the treasurer’s report which was accepted as read.  A May 1st balance of $1318.46 showed a two month income of $94.00 and expenses of 282.93.

Chris Myers KB1NEK discussed his part in the Packet Station being set up at Belle Dyer’s KB1NOG home in Colrain.  The station should be completed in a week or so using Belle’s call sign. Chris credited donations of a transceiver from Bill N1EWK, a KPC3 by Hank KA1WTS, a power supply bought from Hyrum KB1KRS by the Club, a computer set-up by Tom N1OTS, and a monitor from Chet.  Bill supplied emergency back up with a generator provided by Belle.

Tom gave the ARES report.  He thanked those involved in the Vermont Yankee Drill. Greenfield was busy with the final graded exercise.  Tom worked the State radios while Chet was on special assignment for Emergency Management.  Beth KB1NQL worked a variety of jobs while Cathy Mitchell KB1SNA worked at EOC.  Cathy is one of our new HAM operators!!  Bob Dickerman WA1QKT mentioned that EMD showed up in Northfield and Bob said that the State radios worked ok.  Cindy Dickerman KB1IAE commented that FEMA people showed appreciation for all their HAM efforts.  Tom praised the Dickerman family for past contributions wearing “many Hats”.

Tom thanked everyone involved in the EDS in Whately.  Six amateur radio HAMs used their own cars, with six town cars used with their own municipal radio system.  There was no interaction between the two sets of cars. All went well.  Many of the HAM operators were also CERT & MRC members.  The use of cross training was emphasized by Tom and Chet.  A special appreciation was extended to Jim Wolfgang KB1PHW, a resident of Blanford, who relieved Tom when unexpected events prevented Tom from completing his part in the program.

Tom asks that anyone interested in ARES or RACES contact him.  Greenfield Triathlon is August 2nd and The Bridge of Flowers Race is August 8th. Help is needed and an e-mail will be sent out by Tom.

The camper is in good shape now after repairs by Gary Roy a certified contractor and carpenter.  Along with Bill, who continues to do more than his share, we owe a debt of gratitude.  Thanks Bill.

Chet has obtained a free in-field space at the Franklin County Fair Grounds for HAM use as a radio booth station, and Bill has agreed to manage.  There will be a $1.00 admission fee this year for all of us to use the area.

At the meeting Chet Chin gracefully handed over the Presidency of FCARC to Carter MacDonald WA1TVS.  Appreciation was shown to Chet for all his contributions to the HAM organization, the applause was sustained.

Field Day

Scott Conte will set up computers for log use.

Carter noted that $150.00 was allotted for food.  He will provide food and supplies along with Bill.  Carter invited all to come and join him for Sunday breakfast.

Dick Burnham AC1L will provide the grill.

Operators are needed both cw and radio, Al N1AW encouraged all “slow” cw operators to participate.

Coax cable loans were offered by Carter, Chris and Bill.

Bill said that radios are all set to go and that he will be up at Poet’s Seat between 7:30 and 8 am on Saturday.  He suggests labeling all loans.

Elections were held.  A proposal by Dick AC1L to have Carter fill the term vacated by Chet was accepted.  In as much as there was only one candidate for each elected position, it was stated by AC1L that the Secretary KB1NOI could cast one vote electing the slate of officers.  This was done.

President-Carter MacDonald WA1TVS

Vice President-Chris Myers KB1NEK

Treasurer-Harold Field N1LUP

Director-Bill Boutwell N1EWK

Communicator information needs to be sent by the end of June.  Hyrum KB1KRS, our public information officer, said that Mayor Forgey did sign a proclamation honoring Amateur Radio Week and sent them out.  A press release and public service announcement was sent to The Greenfield Recorder, WHAI (and their other stations) and to Montague Cable.  A Vermont Observer staffer called Hyrum about the proclamation. Montague Cable might send a couple of camera people to the Field Day site and interview a few of us.  Hyrum gave out a free code disc to anyone who wanted one that he got at The Hamvention.

A  question about Club t-shirts came up and the feeling was that Valley T has the ability to make them.

Al Woodhull reiterated availability of web site to renew old items and initiate new items, he would appreciate any and all input to help the site answer our needs.

Our new President, Carter MacDonald, adjourned the meeting at 8:01 pm. Bob Dickerman won the raffle. – John, KB1NOH & Barbara, KB1NOI


To Bradley Pratt, K1QLW, from New Hampshire, who upgraded his license to Extra Class at our VE session on August 24th.  Way to go Brad!

FIELD DAY 2009 – RECENT,
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Bob, WA1QKT, and his son Christopher, KB1SMY, experiment with a home brewed tape-measure antenna. (submitted by N1AW)
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