PLANNING A TRIP THROUGH WEST VIRGINIA?

You may want to check out The Museum of Radio & Technology, Inc. at 1640 Florence Avenue, Huntington, WV. Tel: (304) 525-8890  http://zip.to/mrt  - The local club has a station in the museum as well, with call sign WB8MRT. – Hyrum, KB1KRS
CROP WALK SCHEDULED FOR SUNDAY OCTOBER 15

This year’s crop walk is scheduled for October 15 at 2PM with signup for walkers at 1PM. Howard, N1LUP, will let us know more details as information becomes available. Always a low key & fun event.  - Editor

EMCOMM EAST TO BE HELD ON OCTOBER 3

For those interested in Emergency Communications, EMCOMM EAST will be held on Saturday October 3, 2009 at St. John Fisher College in the Rochester NY area.  Registration and accommodations information can be found by googling EMCOMM EAST or contact them at info@emcommeast.org  - Editor
KENTUCKY OFFICIALS SEE HAM RADIO AS A BACKUP

(Thanks to AC1L for passing along this item that appeared on the NY Times. Com website)

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
Published: August 1, 2009 

“OWENSBORO, Ky. (AP) — Local officials are turning to older technology to solve some of the communication problems they encountered during January’s ice storm and the windstorm after Hurricane Ike in 2008.

During the ice storm, cell phone service throughout the area was disrupted, sometimes for days at a time. Landlines were also affected, and communication problems were cited by multiple emergency response agencies as the biggest issue they faced. 

“We lost communications for at least a day and a half,” said Walter Atherton, deputy director of the Daviess County Emergency Management Agency. 

Amateur radio operators, on the other hand, were able to communicate throughout the ice storm, needing only batteries or generators, said Bob Spears, a member and past president of the Owensboro Amateur Radio Club. Drawing on the experience of the amateur radio operators, emergency management officials decided to sponsor a class on amateur radio operation. The five-week class teaches the skills and rules needed to pass the Federal Communications Commission’s mandatory basic or “technician” amateur radio test.

Amateur radio needs new blood these days, said Mr. Spears, who has been certified in amateur radio since 1961.

“We want to see other people get into the hobby,” Mr. Spears said. “It’s a dying thing right now because people are going to the Internet.

“It will be better for the community,” he said, “because we’ll have people who can be deployed to help with radios. We can be weather spotters, we can help the Red Cross assess damage. There’s all kinds of benefits. And besides, it’s fun.”

Having amateur radio operators throughout the county would give real-time, on-the-scene feedback to emergency managers and to officials with the National Weather Service office in Paducah, Mr. Atherton said.

“There are so many circumstances where they could be our only contact with the outside world,” he said.

Thus far, about 25 or so people are turning out for the Tuesday night classes, said Vicky Connor, a planner with Daviess County emergency management.

“I was shocked that we got that much interest,” Ms. Connor said.

Mr. Atherton said his hope was that people in the class keep active once they finish, lending their skills to help emergency managers and planners when communication is problematic.”

“I hope we can come out of this with the same interest,” Mr. Atherton said. “Enthusiasm tends to breed enthusiasm.”

***
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THE COMMUNICATOR is an informational publication for members of the Franklin County Amateur Radio Club. This is your newsletter! Amateur radio information of general interest, club member project descriptions and doings, radio applications to other activities, corrections, or suggestions are all welcome.  Individual submissions make for variety! We need more writers! Send to editor’s email telltale@verizon.net or Tel: 863-8741 by the third Friday of the month, please. Email addresses of Club Officers may be found on the club web site www.fcarc.org 

Appreciation, as always, is expressed to Locust Press, Inc. for their regular great service and timely assistance in photocopying and preparing the regular mail copies of The Communicator.  
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