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F.C.A.R.C. Inc.

P.O. Box 773

Greenfield, MA 01302



2-Meter Repeater - frequency 146.985, PL 136.5

440 Repeater - frequency 448.875 PL 136.5 with link to 29.600 

Tuesday night A.R.E.S. net at 9.00 pm -Thursday night information net at 8.00 p.m. on our two meter repeater 146.985 PL 136.5  


MON, NOV 9, 7:00PM E-Board Meeting at AC1L’s home

SAT, NOV 14, 8:00AM   Club Breakfast at Denny’s Restaurant, Greenfield

MON, NOV 16, 7:15PM Club Meeting, Greenfield High School

MON NOV 23, 7:00PM Amateur Radio License Testing, Northfield Unitarian Church

The FCARC monthly meeting of October 19, 2009, was held in the new small auditorium at the Greenfield High School.  Dick Burnham, AC1L, commented that we are the first group to use the new small auditorium.  All agreed it was a change from the old room. New comfortable seats, well-lit areas, and the eye- pleasing ambiance all helped make the evening more enjoyable.  President Carter MacDonald, WA1TVS, called the meeting to order at 7:15 pm with 11 members and one guest present.

Old business was summarized by Carter, and included: 

  The successful picnic at the Smead’s home

  The Triathlon at the Greenfield pool with good communication

  The Bridge of Flowers in Shelburne Falls 

  Franklin County Fair (first time in 10 years) with many communications done on  the rain-free Sunday

  The breakfast, last Saturday, was well attended (come early for seating!)   

  The Crop Walk in Charlemont on the 18th was a success also

There was no Treasurer’s report.

The regular Board meeting of the Club was cancelled due to the Indiana absences of Vice President Chris Myers, KB1NEK, and President Carter MacDonald.

Chris, KB1NEK, commented on the lack of sign-ups for ARES sign-up roster.  Al Woodhull, N1AW, and Chris will add more information to the FCARC web site for ease in applying.

Carter introduced John Ward of Greenfield Solar Store.  John presented a “WOW” program for our meeting.  John’s knowledge of his subject came across in a warm and attention getting manner.  His informative, well-described, straight -forward presentation was impressive.

A multitude of varied questions from HAMS and guest in attendance showed overwhelming interest in the Solar Energy subject.  John fielded questions and offered worksheets for us to ponder and use for our future attempts in the solar voltaic arena.  System sizing information and work sheets were given out for future reference to include conservation, heating and cooling, lighting, and large and small appliances.

John’s presentation was further enhanced with a clear description of what is going on in the legislative area, given by Claire Chang.  She explained some of the current sentiments surrounding credits and rebates.

Enthusiastic applause in appreciation for the presentation was given to John and Claire.

The meeting adjourned at 8:46 pm, by motion and order of the President.

Respectfully submitted by Barbara Berrigan, KB1NOI, FCARC Club Secretary
N1AW A WINNER IN ARRL SS CONTEST

N1AW was rather surprised to receive a large envelope from the ARRL several weeks ago. It contained a certificate for "First Place Single Operator QRP CW" score in the Western Massachusetts Section in the 2008 ARRL November Sweep Stakes contest.

N1AW's log shows that he made 6 contacts in 6 ARRL sections for a score of 72 points.  This was accomplished in less than two hours of operation on 15 and 20 meters, with 1- watt output from a Heath HW-8 transceiver.

They don't publish details of contest scores in QST any more, so it took N1AW
some time hunting on the ARRL web page to find out how intense the competition had been. It turns out that Al was the only QRP CW operator to submit a log from 
Western Massachusetts.


In late October N1AW was surprised to get another envelope from the ARRL containing a certificate, this time for "First Place, Single Operator, Low Power" in the Western MA section for the 2008 ARRL 160 meter contest. This time the score wasn't as much of a joke as it was for his Sweepstakes entry. In 5 hours of operation Al made 102 QSOs in 29 ARRL sections for a score of 5684. He was, indeed, the only person to submit a log from Western Massachusetts in the low power class, but his score was 26th of 37 entries from the New England Division in that class.

Al ran only 10 watts in this contest. That's as low as his Alinco DX-70 goes, too much for the QRP class, but definitely on the low end for an entry class that allows up to 150 watts.

So, here's a challenge for FCARC members: will anyone challenge N1AW for 
this honor in the 2009 contest, coming up on the weekend of November 7-8? –(Information –and challenge—information provided by Al, N1AW)

“CATCH A FALLING STAR AND PUT IT IN YOUR POCKET, SAVE IT FOR A RAINY DAY” 

You’ll give away your age if you know what that headline is all about!  You younger hams (under 40 will probably have to ask your parents) Anyhow, it was just a stupid lead in for this little reminder that the Leonids Meteor Shower is predicted to peak on November 17th and should be at its best since the 1999-2001 peak.  Hope for a clear night for viewing. Most of us don’t have the specialized equipment or operating expertise for much meteor scatter work I suppose;  but it might make for some interesting listening on 6 meters while you’re standing around at midnight in the cold getting a neck-ache! –Editor

WANT TO SHOW OFF YOUR HAM HOBBY?

While one of your distant relatives is wondering why you haven’t emailed them lately, surprise them with an Amateur Radio National Traffic System message for their birthday, anniversary, job promotion-- or just to say how much you enjoyed their visit (or yours).  Hyrum, KB1KRS, has been an afternoon Western MA Section Liaison to the First Region (New England) NTS Phone Net since last December.  He’ll be glad to help you compose a message and then send it along, for you, through the NTS to anywhere in the Continental USA and beyond.  It may seem less instantaneous than email or TUI (texting under the influence), but it helps to keep all the traffic handlers minding their schedules and improving their messaging skills, for those emergency times when lots of welfare traffic is being sent out of a disaster area by amateur radio.  This really WAS your grandfather’s email,  (( )  and it still works when email may not!  - Hyrum, KB1KRS


OFFICERS:


 president
Carter MacDonald, WA1TVS, (413) 665-3102 Carter.macdonald@Comcast.net  

Vice-President   Chris Myers, KB1NEK



secretary:        Barbara Berrigan, KB1NOI


treasurer:        Howard Field, N1LUP, (413) 625-6809



                     howfield@comcast.net  


director:          Bill Boutwell-N1EWK- (413) 774-4669



                     n1ewk@arrl.net  


DIRECTOR:      John Berrigan, KB1NOH


clerk:                Scott Conti – N1LYW – (413) 774-7992



                 N1LYW@arrl.net  

ARRL APPOINTED POSITIONS:


district emergency coordinator: Tom Foxwell – N1OTS - (413) 774-2874 






      n1ots@arrl.net 


VE. team coordinator:
Walt Congdon-W1ZPB – 





(413) 498-2729 w1zpb@arrl.net 


web site managers:

 Al Woodhull-N1AW and Chris Myers, KB1NEK—Contact both at webmaster@fcarc.org 




C


communicator editor 

Hyrum H. Huskey Jr., KB1KRS, (413) 863-8741






telltale@verizon.net 
THE COMMUNICATOR is an informational publication for members of the Franklin County Amateur Radio Club. This is your newsletter! Amateur radio information of general interest, club member project descriptions and doings, radio applications to other activities, corrections, or suggestions are all welcome.  Individual submissions make for variety! We need more writers! Send to editor’s email telltale@verizon.net or Tel: 863-8741 by the third Friday of the month, please. Email addresses of Club Officers may be found on the club web site www.fcarc.org 

Appreciation, as always, is expressed to Locust Press, Inc. for their regular great service and timely assistance in photocopying and preparing the regular mail copies of The Communicator.  
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