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MONDAY DEC 14, 6PM Holiday Potluck at Greenfield High School Cafeteria

SATURDAY, DEC 12, Hanakkuh

SATURDAY DEC 19, 8AM Club Breakfast at Denny’s Restaurant in Greenfield

FRIDAY, DEC 25, Christmas Day

THURSDAY, DEC 31, 11:50PM, New Year’s Welcome Net on the KB1BSS repeater

JANUARY ALERT:  FRIDAY, JAN 1, SAW MILL RIVER RACE in Montague!


The November 16, 2009 meeting of the FCARC took place in the Greenfield High School auditorium.  President Carter MacDonald, WA1TVS, called the meeting to order at 7:15 pm.  Present were:  KB1NEK, KB1NOI, KB1NOH, W1UXI, N1EWK, AC1L, N1LUP, N1AW, SRK1BK oops KB1KRS, KB1RCG, N1OTS, KB1FFT, N1XPT, WA1TVS, and Paul Allis our guest speaker, from The Radio Shop in Bernardston, Ma.

Again, KB1DCG did her usual competent job of getting 23 people together last Saturday morning for our monthly HAM breakfast.  Thanks Betty!  She agreed to accept the listings of food items for the 6 pm Pot Luck Supper, December 14th at the Greenfield High School cafeteria. 



Bill, N1EWK, reported that he spent time today doing repair work on the KB1BSS repeater.  He appreciates Gerry KA1STZ’s computer program help that makes Bill’s job easier.  Bill has the weather station up and running. The cost of replacement parts was $119.75.  If a weather report on the repeater is needed, just push in 476.  Bill reported a need to find someone soon to replace him for the care of the repeater, since Dennis cannot do this in the future.

New Business:

  A VE Session will be held November 23, 2009 at 7pm in the Northfield Unitarian Church. Walk-in examinees always accepted.

Forthcoming:

  December 14th our Holiday Potluck Dinner at the Greenfield High School Cafeteria.

  December 19th Club breakfast at 8am at Denny’s Restaurant.
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  December 31st 11:50pm New Years net 146.985 MHz.

  January 1st Saw Mill River Race in Montague.

Al, N1AW has done a web page addition on “give away parts” after he checked out the site himself.  Check the FCARC Web Site.

Tom, N1OTS urges us to visit the league web site’s topic on Commercialization of HAM Radio for current thinking on rules and regulations pertaining to FCC’ stance at this time.  Our public service events are ok.

Chris, KB1NEK brought up the need for a coordinator for the Winter Carnival Race in Greenfield. There were no volunteers.

Chet, N1XPT reminded us all to check our gear and be always “ready to go”.

A question on whether Deerfield Academy was to discontinue their FM station brought discussion and comment.

Tom, N1OTS informed us that he has the packet station running at his house and it will soon be installed at Belle’s, KB1NOG, home in Colrain. 

Carter, WA1TVS introduced Paul Allis our guest speaker for the evening.  Paul spoke on cell phone use, history, development and advancement. The cell phone itself started as a rudimentary device that developed into a local network by SNET.  The cell phone was further extended through the use of towers that coordinated the transmission of cell phone activity from area to area.  Paul explained that he viewed his first tower in 1984 and has seen amazing changes since then.  The change from analog to digital was a giant leap.  He represents AT&T that has set a world wide standard with its GSM system.  The towers have migrated to contain antennas from several telecommunication companies.  The tower itself has been modified into a triangular face tower that increases the capacity of the system by leaps and bounds.

Paul’s enthusiastic and energetic talk demonstrated a complete knowledge of the cell phone and the industry for which he works.  His passion for the subject was obvious.  He concluded his presentation by showing a clever computerized clip by John Stewart, which comically described the consolidation and reorganization that has gone on for many years in the telephone industry up to the present.  This, in fact, represented the reality of what actually happened.

A well  received talk with many questions from the floor made for an enjoyable and informative night.  We sincerely thank Paul for a stimulating meeting.


KB1NOI, FCARC Club Secretary
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