CONGRATULATIONS  . . .To both our license examinees at the November 23rd VE Examination Session.  Andrew Rogers, of Northfield, passed his Technician Exam for his first ticket.  John Berrigan, KB1NOH, upgraded his ticket to a General License one day before the last class he was attending for a General License upgrade. John says he “felt pretty good” going to the last class session with his General License exam results already in the bag!
SKYWARN Videos in Flash Format Available Online
(Excerpt taken from the SKYWARN NEWSLETTER #264, November 26, 2009)

”At various SKYWARN Training sessions and SKYWARN Club talks, videos of
past storms have been shown as part of the SKYWARN Overview presentation
or SKYWARN Training material. All of this material, including work done
by local SKYWARN Coordinators for the National Hurricane Conference are
all available online in flash format and can be viewed online anytime. This
is available at the following link:

http://video.nsradio.org

”This site was developed with coordination and support from the NSRA, North
Shore Radio Association and Assistant SKYWARN Coordinator and professional
videographer Jim Palmer-KB1KQW. The link features storm related videos done 
going back to 2004 and also includes the NSRA 2004 Field Day video. Special 
thanks to the NSRA and Jim-KB1KQW for setting up this site. This is also 
available on the WX1BOX web site via the Main Menu of the web site.”
TOPICS FOR NEW HAMS:  THE QSL CARD

It doesn’t take most hams long to want a QSL card of their own to exchange with those radio contacts they make on VHF bands other than local repeaters, and on HF bands where permitted to operate by their license class.  QSL card exchanges are a long and honored tradition in amateur radio.

You can make your own custom QSL cards easily enough.  Check either of these two websites:

http://qslmaker.mi-nts.org/ or http://www.radioqth.net/qsl.aspx 

Of course, if you have even a modest graphics program on your computer, you can design your own card using that software and print it out on hard card stock or copy it to a thumb drive or disk to have it professionally done at a printer.

The standard QSL card size is 3.5 inches in height and 5.5 inches wide.  This makes it easy to fit into an envelope, and/or to store the ones you receive in a standard card- filing box or in 4X6 format photo album sleeves.  Of course, you will eventually want at least some of your received QSL cards to be prominently displayed in your shack.  Perhaps that first HF or Morse code contact?
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When exchanging QSL cards directly with someone in the United States, try to send it out the same or next day if possible. Send yours in a #10 (business envelope along with a self addressed and stamped envelope.  This helps the other operator remember the contact information and time in the event a blank space was left in his or her logbook.  The SESE also seems to help in getting a return QSL card. 

There is an increasing trend of letting this old tradition die.  Contesters, and other hams, are using Logbook of the World to electronically verify contacts made for awards. 

There is much more information about this time honored tradition, how to handle foreign postage, use QSL managers and bureaus and other hints that will help you as your radio contacts expand over time and through licenses which permit expanded frequency use.  Check, in particular, the ARRL website at www.arrl.org by searching QSL; about four or five items down on that link is a PowerPoint presentation located directly at www.arrl.org/FandES/ead/materials/QSL_Cards.ppt   Viewing this presentation will give you the essential information on the subject. - Editor
[image: image1.wmf]
A SNAPPLE SNIPPET: REAL FACT  #135

“A single coffee tree produces only about a pound of coffee beans per year.”

(See all the ‘Real Facts’ at www.snapple.com )
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Website Changes and New WMA ARES Member Registration System

[Printed with permission from the WMA Section website]

WK1H on Monday 28 September 2009 - 18:42:27 

“We have timed the release of the new website to coincide with the release of the new WMA ARES Member Registration System. The ARES registration system is now online and available at the link in this website's main menu. There are two real advantages to this type of ARES membership registration system. First, it gives the ARES leadership the ability to know exactly what resources and manpower are available to them, and a means of activating and organizing those resources quickly and easily during an incident. Second, it gives ARES members the ability to update their registration as often as necessary, instantly informing the ARES leadership of their new skills, equipment, or status. It should be noted that the database is also sent out to their leadership in hard-copy regularly, so that records and member data are still available even if the database is not - an important consideration for any emergency response entity.”

”As such if you currently are or you wish to become a WMA ARES member please register in the system using the New Application function. If you are an existing ARES member and you know who your EC is, please note that in the comments field at the very bottom of the form.”

”We are happy to have released both the newly revamped website system as well as the new WMA ARES Member Registration System.”

73,
Gil Hayes WK1H
ASM Southeast and Webmaster
IT IS TIME TO REMEMBER  . . . 
And not forget to remember, that you must remember, and not forget the memorable feast in store for you at the ANNUAL HOLIDAY POTLUCK ON MONDAY DECEMBER 14!  Give Betty Boutwell a call and let her know what food item you may bring to the Potluck.  

Note:  Due to time constraints (mine) I will be unable to solicit items to hold a silent raffle at the Potluck this year. – Hyrum, KB1KRS
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CLUB EQUIPMENT INVENTORY RECORD

We are currently recompiling an inventory of all tangible club owned property.  Hyrum is working on this update.  Please send me any item nomenclature, serial number (if any), description of item, and quantity of any equipment items you are holding or may know of its whereabouts.  I will record those items and try to eliminate any duplicate submissions. In completing a new inventory record for the FCARC. Thanks. – Hyrum, KB1KRS
INTERESTED IN A REALLY S-L-O-OO-W SPEED CW NET?

A few members have expressed an interest in a slow speed CW net to practice our sending and copying.  It is visualized that this net would begin with a very low CW speed (5WPM or less) and perhaps round robin with participants sending one or two sentences at a time (or perhaps a few abbreviations) as directed in turn by the NCS.  Other variations are possible, such as having one theme subject etc.  The details can be worked out as we go along by those interested. Contact Hyrum, KB1KRS or Barbara, KB1NOH if you are interested.  But remember, no speeds that will frustrate other participants prior to them getting some practice and experience.  This net is not a “show off your skills” net but rather is visualized as being for those who know the CW letters and numbers but need to practice sending and copying, moving up in speed, and trying slightly higher speeds in short copying trials, when a majority of the participants feel comfortable.  A free CW code computer- learning disc is available to those who may wish to learn the code and or join the net later after they learn the basics. – Editor.

[image: image2.wmf]
THE COMMUNICATOR is an informational publication for members of the Franklin County Amateur Radio Club. This is your newsletter! Amateur radio information of general interest, club member project descriptions and doings, radio applications to other activities, corrections, or suggestions are all welcome.  Individual submissions make for variety! We need more writers! Send to editor’s email telltale@verizon.net or Hyrum Huskey, Tel: 863-8741, by the third Friday of the month, please. Email addresses of Club Officers may be found on the club web site www.fcarc.org 

Appreciation, as always, is expressed to Locust Press, Inc. for their regular great service and timely assistance in photocopying and preparing the regular mail copies of The Communicator.  
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