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THUR, APR 1, April Communicator is distributed on the very first day of the month!

EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 4

MON, APR 5, 7PM E-Board Meeting at AC1L’s house, Greenfield, MA

MON, APR 12, 7:15PM Club Meeting at Greenfield High School.  (See program note below).
SAT, APR 17, 8AM Club Breakfast at Denny’s Restaurant in Greenfield


 The Franklin County Amateur Radio Club monthly meeting of March 16th, 2010 was held at the small auditorium of Greenfield High School. 

 The meeting was called to order by President Carter MacDonald, WA1TVS at 7:15 pm with fourteen members and one guest present

A review of old business by Carter included: a good turnout was present at the monthly breakfast of last Saturday. The CW “Snail Net” has continued with good results.  Carter complimented Chris Dickerman, KB1SMY for “superb performance”.  Carter related that he began CW as a boy scout.

Other items coming up are the breakfast on April 17th, the monthly meeting on April 12th, and E-board meeting on April 5th.

It was suggested that Carter contact Gerry Lempicki regarding announcements on the repeater.

          Chris Myers, KB1NEK reminded members that a memorial service will be held for Chuck Meyer in Shelburne Falls at Memorial Hall on Sunday March 21st at 2 pm.  A decision to send flowers was agreed upon, Chris will make arrangements.

          Cindy Dickerman, KB1IAE informed members that she would be placing orders for “T” shirts this week.  If anyone has not placed an order but would like a T-shirt, please contact Cindy.

     There was no Treasurer’s report.

     Al Woodhull, N1AW introduced Jose Castillo, N1BAA from Sunderland who 

presented an extraordinary summary of his HAM activities over many years. His slide presentation of his many installations and descriptions of his equipment was 

rather breathtaking.  Jose has installed or used HAM radio equipment in many parts of the world, including his 20 years in the US Navy with five tours in Iraq.

Jose told us that he was introduced to HAM radio and CW in particular, when he was 13 years old and passed Extra Class when he was 15 years old.

Jose is an active contester and offered his services to anyone interested in getting started, building or rebuilding stations with a heavy emphasis on the ergonomics of the HAM shack.

     Since he had been moving about every two years and putting up antenna towers at each location, he and his family became adept at installing towers that could be taken down readily when he moved.

Jose was enthusiastically applauded for his informative and lively presentation 

including many “war stories” of his experiences.

     A 50/50 lottery was held and Carter was the winner.

     The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 pm.

 Respectfully submitted by John F. Berrigan, KB1NOH acting as club secretary.
TOPICS FOR NEW HAMS:  EVERY ANTENNA IS A COMPROMISE1

Romans were cautioned to "beware the Ides of March", and hams should beware of the April edition of QST.  Traditionally, someone publishes a "tongue in cheek" piece in honor of April Fools Day, and some of them have been classics.

 

At one of our favorite Cape Cod bookstores there is a large bin of old QST's, (at .25 each), going back many years.  On rainy days I used to pull up a chair and browse, looking for crystal sets, test equipment, and antenna ideas.  On one memorable occasion I ran across an article for a compact antenna that was based on a twelve-inch length of ferrite rod.  It was tunable for all bands, had 50 ohm impedance, and superior noise canceling ability.  Oh yes, it was also cheap!  Fabulous specifications, right up to the final sentence:  "Only one dimension is critical--this antenna must be buried exactly 32 feet below ground level".   The light dawned, and I turned back to the cover. April 1947.   -  AC1L
April FCARC Meeting Program: "Build It Yourself" 4/12 (Note Date Change) 


Greenfield schools are closed on April 19, Patriot's Day, a state holiday, so the April meeting at GHS will be a week earlier than originally scheduled, i.e. on Monday April 12. 

The meeting program will be on the theme "Build It Yourself". Have you built a kit, or a gadget described in a magazine, or modified commercial or surplus equipment? Several club members will talk about home-brew projects and kit building, and will show and talk about their projects. 

Anyone interested in making a presentation should contact Al, N1AW. We would like to have each presenter give a 5 minute (+/-) talk on one project, hopefully with pictures on digital media, so we can use the projection system to make things visible to all. Bring pictures of the construction process, or of things like antennas that you can't bring along. If you don't want to give a talk, or you have more than one project, bring them along and we'll have an informal show-and-tell session after the presentations. – Al, N1AW


ARRL SIGNS NEW MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING WITH AMERICAN RED CROSS (Extracted in portion from the ARRL Letter for April 1, 2010)

On Thursday, March 25, ARRL President Kay Craigie, N3KN, signed a new Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the American Red Cross (ARC) at ARC National Headquarters in Washington, DC. The MoU, which replaces an earlier Statement of Understanding that expired in 2007, provides a "broad framework for cooperation" between the ARRL and the ARC "in preparing for and responding to disaster relief situations at all levels in rendering assistance and service to victims of disaster, as well as other services for which cooperation may be mutually beneficial."

The ARRL Board of Directors approved the signing of the MoU at its January 2010 meeting following the completion of negotiations. The Red Cross requires the completion of a criminal background check to participate in Red Cross activities and provides a process by which a volunteer may have a criminal background check performed at no cost to the volunteer. In the case of ARRL volunteers, the Red Cross has agreed to accept an alternative process: ARRL volunteers may arrange, at their own initiative and expense, to have the criminal background check performed by a state or local law enforcement agency.

The Red Cross also has agreed that ARRL volunteers shall not be asked or required to consent to credit checks, mode of living investigations or investigative consumer reports in order to provide a communications function.

The ARRL and the Red Cross encourage interested volunteers in their respective organizations to become members and to participate in the activities of the other organization. ARRL volunteers should be aware that if they wish to become Red Cross volunteers, they may be required to consent to additional background checks in accordance with Red Cross policy that may include credit checks, mode of living investigations or investigative consumer reports.

Per the MoU, "both ARRL volunteers and ARC workers will work cooperatively at the scene of a disaster and in the disaster recovery, within the scope of their respective roles and duties as recommended." During a Red Cross Disaster Relief Operation (DRO) and depending on their training and qualifications, ARRL volunteers may perform in one or more of several roles, including Amateur Radio Liaison, Communication Equipment Operator, Communication Equipment Installation/Repair and Disaster Assessment. ARRL volunteers who are assigned roles by the Red Cross during a DRO will be provided with Red Cross credentials as required by the role, consistent with Red Cross policy”  - Editor

“WE USED TO HAVE OUR MEALS IN THE SHACK!”

In the mid to late 1970"s the demographics of the ham population of
Franklin County was much different.  There was no club, no repeater, and most of the guys only knew two or three of their closest ham neighbors.  The Call Book was published in eight-point type on newsprint, and could only be read with a magnifying glass.  If you wanted specific information, such as which hams lived in Franklin County, you had to laboriously search through the entire first district list.  It seemed to me that the way to get some sort of camaraderie going was to make a list of the 109 hams in the county and send a copy to each one.  The letter went out (at my expense) and not a single ham ever contacted me or even mentioned it on the air so far as I know.  

 

Almost all of the local hams were at least a generation older than I was.  Most of them had been on the air for years, and were addicted to CW.  Many of them started getting on the air by 5:30 A.M., over their early-morning coffee.  By mid-morning they had run out of CW chatter, and either went to SSB or gave up for the day.  In the early evening they were back on the air on 2-meter simplex.  Signals went nicely up and down the valley, as long as you were close to the Connecticut River.  The most active group ranged from the Keene/Hinsdale area down to Suffield, CT.  

 

As these guys became Silent Keys I somehow became the person of choice to get rid of their equipment.  Early on I found that ham equipment would sell reasonably well for half of its original cost.  Most of the shack contents brought in $500 to $1,000 dollars, although one ham's accumulation brought in over $3,000.   

 

One of the long-time Greenfield hams had calmly taken over the family dining room for his shack.  After his funeral Mildred and I went back to the family home to visit with the children of the family.  In the course of the conversation we asked

Pete's wife Marie if there was anything we could do for her. Yes, she said, I want my dining room back !  When would you like this done, we asked. "Monday, she said".  So  early Monday morning Mildred and I started boxing up the ham stuff and taking down the tables and benches.  After lunch we went over to Lake Wyola and retrieved the dining room furniture.  By five o'clock Marie had her dining room back for the first time in her married life.  Marie continued

to make changes in the house.  Months later she confessed that at times she could seem to hear Pete sending dots and dashes.  This led Ely, K1PCW, to remark that with all the changes she had made to the house it was a good thing that Marie had never learned to read Morse! -AC1L

IN MEMORIAM:

Carl “Chuck” Meyer II, KB1NOB, SK, 66, of Conway, died on February 24, 2010.
Dennis Rolstad, N1WYU, SK, a resident of Leyden, MA, died on Wednesday, March 17, 2010.


ARTICLES WANTED.  WRITERS WANTED. EDITOR WANTED!

Our article writers tend to be the same two or three people.  Let’s hear from a few more of you!  Interesting anecdotes, essays on radio topics, an experience of earlier in your ham history, all are welcome.  Don’t worry about your spelling, etc. as the spell checker and grammar checker will clear up most of that.  I may change a word here and there to clear up tense construction or make a sentence read more clearly   I am also seeking a replacement newsletter editor, as I may have to give it up within a few months.  I’ve been at this now for five years and we need some new approaches! - Editor

THE COMMUNICATOR is an informational publication for members of the Franklin County Amateur Radio Club. This is your newsletter! Amateur radio information of general interest, club member project descriptions and doings, radio applications to other activities, corrections, or suggestions are all welcome.  Individual submissions make for variety! We need more writers! Send to editor’s email telltale@verizon.net or Hyrum Huskey, Tel: 863-8741, by the third Friday of the month, please. Email addresses of Club Officers may be found on the club web site www.fcarc.org 

Appreciation, as always, is expressed to Locust Press, Inc. for their regular great service and timely assistance in photocopying and preparing the regular mail copies of The Communicator.  
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