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NEAR-FEST, FRI APRIL 30 9:00am through SAT MAY 1, Deerfield, New Hampshire

MOTHERS’ DAY, SUNDAY MAY 9

MON, MAY 10, E-BOARD MEETING, 7:00pm, AC1L’s home

SAT, MAY 15, CLUB BREAKFAST, 8:00am, Denny’s Restaurant, Greenfield

SAT, MAY 22, CLUB PICNIC, 3:00pm, Fred and Jan Smead’s Home

MON, MAY 24, LICENSE TESTING, 7:00pm, Northfield Unitarian Church, Northfield, MA

MEMORIAL DAY CELEBRATED, MON, MAY 31


The Franklin County Amateur Radio Club monthly meeting of April 12th, 2010 was held at the small auditorium of Greenfield High School.

The meeting was called to order by President Carter MacDonald, WA1TVS at 7:30 pm with sixteen members in attendance.

No old business was discussed.

Carter related upcoming events as follows:

     The monthly breakfast will take place on Saturday April 17th, 2010.

     The annual picnic is scheduled for May 22nd, 2010 at 3 pm at Fred and Jan

    Smead’s home.

     Field Day this year will be held on June 26th and 27th. Chris Myers circulated a

    sign-up sheet for members who will participate.

     The triathlon is scheduled for August 1st and the Bridge of Flowers race on

    August 7th. The Club will provide communication for both events.

     The Club has been asked to provide support for a soap-box derby in

    Montague on September 18th, 2010.  Information details will be provided in the

    near future.

     After a March vote, the Club sent a $100.00 donation to the Haiti Earthquake 

     Relief  Fund.  Carter read a letter of thanks from that organization.

     The Franklin County Fair will be held from September 9th through the 12th .

     The Club will have a booth and provide information and demonstration of

     HAM radio activities.

     The radio Club received a request to help test W5KUB.com radio broadcast of

     HAM related activities such as Hamfests.  The site will be up for testing in mid-

     May.

     The Club received a thank you note from Jose Castillo for allowing him to 

     speak to the Club on March 16th about his HAM activities.  Jose gave a very

     informative and entertaining presentation.  He offered to speak again at any

    time.  

     A letter was received from DMH Care Management for whom Ann Rolstad

     Worked, asking if it would be acceptable to send a donation to the Radio

     Club, on behalf of Dennis Rolstad.  The members agreed.  Carter will reply.

   After the business portion of the meeting, the remainder of the session included

   various “Build it Yourself” projects by members of the Club.  Al Woodhull, N1AW

   acted as moderator for this portion of the meeting.  A multi-media presentation

   followed and included:

A. Phil Grant, N1YPS showed how he made a replacement antenna for his HT using some inexpensive components such as a BNC connector, polyethylene tubing, 20 gage wire, and 3/4ths inch Shrink tubing.  Phil told us that he was pleased with the resulting antenna and the satisfaction that he got from building it.  It worked well.

B. Bob Solosko, W1SRB related how he built a hex beam antenna.  He described it as looking somewhat like a cloths line. It was a five band antenna (20, 17, 15, 12,and 10 meters) and was constructed using fiberglass tubes and wire  and held together using an aluminum plate.  The arms of the antenna were made of three different size diameter tubes and bent upward to resemble a clothes -line.  The sides of the antenna were formed to look like an equilateral triangle and the entire antenna was raised to a height of 35 feet. No tuning was required.  He followed the recommended dimensions and spacing of the wires.  To raise the antenna he needed the help of two willing participants and Chris Myers and Carter MacDonald provided the help.

C. Bob Bessette, W1DKY presented a number of kit constructions that he had put together over the years.  These were laid out on the stage for members to see. Some of the kit parts were a multi-band (4) receiver that Bob had constructed which he described as very simple but extremely sensitive.  Other components were a frequency counter and a regenerative receiver.  Bob talked briefly about his soldering technique for assembling the parts.

D. Chris Myers, KB1NEK described how he had put together his first antenna.  He wanted a broadband antenna and found a program to help him construct the device with a range of 160 – 10 meters.  Chris called it a long wire terminated antenna, which he said was a cross between a Beverage antenna and an end fed antenna.  Chris described the project as simple but challenging because the instructions skipped some practical steps.  He talked about fabricating baluns for the device using toroidal ferrite cores in the construction and he used a combination of pulleys and harnesses to install the antenna on the trees on his property.  He encountered a number of challenges fabricating the antenna and had to perform some do-it-yourself work to get around the lack of details in the program.

E. Bill Boutwell’s presentation about installing the 440 meter repeater on the water tower in Greenfield encountered some problems in loading it on the computer. Subsequently he circulated some photographs of the installation process.

F. Al Woodhull N1AW”s presentation was the construction from a kit of a 15 meter transceiver which he obtained from the web site “Small Wonder Lobs”.  Al’s intention was to outline the steps he took in assembling the device from start to finish.  After receiving the kit he inventoried the components from the parts list to ensure that all the parts were included and that he knew what the parts were.  He advised that some of the parts, the circuit board in particular, were not as advertised and he had to make some adjustments.  The kit included a variable crystal control oscillator and Al reused some old cell phone batteries to power the device.  Al described how he later tested the device from his son’s tree house in Deerfield and was able to contact Dick, AC1L with the device.

G. Bob Dickerman, QA1QKT, and Chris Dickerman, KB1SMY described a real “home brew” construction project for a “rig-blaster” for packet radio.  No kits necessary for these two!  Bob explained that the aim of the project was to get the audio from the radio to the sound card in the computer and return the audio back to the radio.  It was also required to find a way to get the PTT to work with the computer’s serial port.  He related how they acquired the necessary parts by scavenging an old computer’s serial port, a cable from a mouse and another from a speaker microphone.  Chris, with a little help from Bob, soldered all the components together.  They downloaded two free software programs to make the whole thing work.  Bob then described how they tested the device through KB1NOG’s repeater.  Limitations in the device allowed them to send only one-line messages.  Bob advised that an e-mail software program would expand that process.

A display of all the kits that were assembled by the members was laid out on the auditorium stage. It was a very informative and interesting session.

A 50/50 lottery was held and won by John & Barbara Berrigan.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:15 pm.

Respectfully submitted by KB1NOH and KB1NOI
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HAM RADIO FROM 7 TO 77
Well, not exactly;  7 – 7 is a generic lucky number, but mine was 13, my age in 1946, when ham radio came alive again and when I got my Class B ticket –  the title should really be “From 13 to 77.” But anyhow, there was no FCC Examiner’s office in my hometown, and so the exams were administered by the US Army Signal Corps.  I was lucky at that, because some of my friends had needed to take their exams to receive a Class C license, a sort of reverse-correspondence-school kind of experience administered by a stalwart of their village or settlement.

I owed a tremendous debt of gratitude to the Elmers who ran a code school for about 12 or 15 of us. These guys were mostly CAA professionals involved with air transport in the Territory of Alaska. In those days, the 13 wpm code requirement was a serious stumbling block to the license. The “theory” and “legal” parts could be managed by straight memorization from the License Manual, but we worked hard on the code. We even had an old paper-puller Instruct-o-graph that would send 5-letter groups for practice. I remember that I would “plateau”  at around 10-12 wpm for what seemed like a very long time.

When all this started, I was a freshman in high school, in a class of about 30, in Fairbanks, Alaska. Fairbanks itself was a town of a few thousand, with 5 blocks of paved street, services for surrounding mines, lots of servicemen from Ladd Army Airfield (now Ft. Wainwright), and lots of swamp and mosquitoes, especially to the south. Fairbanks stands at about 450 feet elevation above the meander plain of the Tanana River, with a wonderful panoramic view of the Alaska Range to the south, and open skies to the southeast and southwest: Excellent radio views to “stateside” and to Oceania, KH6, VK and ZL.

By the time my paper ticket arrived, in late winter 1946 or early spring 1947, I had managed to assemble a minimal station from money earned in the local newspaper shop and type foundry. The station transmitter was a Hallicrafters HT-17 and the receiver was a Zenith Transoceanic portable shortwave box with a BFO for very quivery CW operation. I put up a v-beam, about 150 feet on a leg, pointing generally south and fed with 300-ohm twin lead. In those days, one did not pay much attention to things like SWR and antenna matching, and my HT-17 had a pi-network output circuit that would feed anything (and radiate harmonics very nicely as well). I had a set of about 5 or 6 crystals mounted on a rotary switch for rapid QSY on 40 and 20 meters, and I managed quite a few contacts on 40 CW in this way. Having a DX call helped a lot: KL7PM.

One of my high school friends had his ticket, KL7CM, and a commercial transmitter and receiver (a Hallicrafters S-40), but more important than that, he had a 5-element 10-meter beam mounted on the roof above his second-floor shack. It had an “Armstrong-style” rotator, a rod ending in a crossbar in the shack, and was made from 2x4 and thin-walled electrical conduit. It was a very effective antenna, and we spent many late-1940’s afternoons after school, working stateside.  (Alaska became the 49th state in 1959.)

Some of you readers may remember the sunspot maximum of 1948-1949. By that time I had my Class A ticket and was working part-time after school in the geophysics area at College, Alaska, as a “student observer.” Getting this job was a direct result of having my ham license. One of my most interesting duties was to help with the care and feeding of the pulsed ionosonde that operated 24/7 from the Eielson Building. Working in the geophysics area meant that I had direct access to the vertical MUF and general propagation conditions, which was a considerable boon. I had managed to buy a Hallicrafters SX-43 on time, and can remember being dumbfounded to copy Pittsburgh in the 88-108 megacycles FM band that winter.

My connection with geophysics lasted into the initial years of the Geophysical Institute at UAF, where I attended school in the academic year 1950-1951. By then I was running an 829-B afterburner on my HT-17, and had built a big iron plate-modulator for AM. Once again, not much attention was paid to antenna matching…the final tank coil had a swinging link that could be adjusted until the plate dip was fairly minimal, and that was it. I had a “Tube Tapper” (a kind of two-eraser pencil) that I used to tap the link in and out. Fairly unsafe, but I had had experience with electrical shock previously that made me very cautious. That experience went like this: A senior technician and I were neutralizing the final amp on the ionosonde, and he was operating the B+ switch in front, while I adjusted the neutralizing condensers in the back. The power supply had a hefty bleeder on it, so I would say ”power off!” wait for a minute or so, then adjust. (Of course, one side of the neutralizing condenser was at B+.) On one cycle of this operation, my partner flipped the switch, but it didn’t toggle completely through and so even though he reported “off” the B+ was still on. I woke up in a heap against the wall with a good entrance burn on my palm and a similar exit burn on the hand that I had been leaning on. I had just learned what the old adage “keep one hand in your pocket” was all about.

That pretty much brings my stint as Alaskan DX to a close. I spent the next 3 years at UC Berkeley, working my way through, and although my work was again a direct result of my ham license, I was too poor financially to afford the habit. I did work out of the ROTC Signal Corps station on occasion, but was usually too busy for much of that. Since then, it has been one mad whirl, with W6, W2, and W1 licenses. I often think back to my early teens and realize just how very much I owe to those early Elmers.

John Ragle – W1ZI – 64 years of ham radio

OFFICER NOMINATIONS

The nomination ballots are out for the June election of Club officers.  A Director position, the President position, and the Club Secretary position are open.  You can nominate yourself or any other member that is willing to run for the office to which nominated.  Age and experience is not a factor since you will obtain both of those during your term of office!  Consultation and direction is available through the other Executive Board members.  Nomination ballots should be returned to AC1L by May 10. –Editor

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR A “RIVER RAT” TYPE SOAP BOX DERBY!

A “soap- box derby” type race will be held in Turners Falls on September 18, 2010.  This will not be the “standard” form of soap- box race, but will involve home built “cars” of various styles and sizes. There will probably be heats for both adults and kids.

Racing will begin around noon and last about four hours.  Various other vendor activities will be taking place along with the soap- box derby.  

The FCARC has been asked to help with this event.  Hyrum is acting as a point man for the FCARC and attending organizational meetings.  More information will follow.  This would be a terrific event for some of our younger members to show off their ham radio skills. We will likely only need four or five hams (of any age) for communications support.  Other general community volunteers, though, are also needed, for helping with timing, safety, and other functions.  Let me know if you would like to assist with this event: SAT, September 18.  We could use those who could spend less time, as relief operators. – Hyrum, KB1KRS
NEAR-FEST INFORMATION (From the website)

“NEAR-Fest hours of operation are 9:00 AM Friday April 30th 2010 through 3:00 PM Saturday May 1st 2010.  Admission tickets are $10.00 valid for both days.  The price is reduced to $5.00 at 6:00 AM Saturday.  Children and young people under 18 years of age do not require an admission ticket.   For a summary of all ticket and pass prices as well as information on how to order by mail please see:
http://near-fest.com/index.php?topic=368.msg1136#msg1136  “

THE COMMUNICATOR is an informational publication for members of the Franklin County Amateur Radio Club. This is your newsletter! Amateur radio information of general interest, club member project descriptions and doings, radio applications to other activities, corrections, or suggestions are all welcome.  Individual submissions make for variety! We need more writers! Send to editor’s email telltale@verizon.net or Hyrum Huskey, Tel: 863-8741, by the third Friday of the month, please. Email addresses of Club Officers may be found on the club web site www.fcarc.org 

Appreciation, as always, is expressed to Locust Press, Inc. for their regular great service and timely assistance in photocopying and preparing the regular mail copies of The Communicator.  
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