A LITTLE BIT OF QUALITY ASSURANCE -

”The 2006 ARRL Simulated Emergency Test is scheduled for October 7-8.
ECs are planning an event to include all radio amateurs, especially
ARES, RACES and NTS members. Served agencies will also participate,
of course. Whether you're a new licensee or a veteran, the SET is a
good opportunity to learn or practice skills in traffic handling, net
operation and emergency communications. The SET is a demonstration of
Amateur Radio's capabilities and readiness. 

Background is presented in the article, "2005 Simulated Emergency
Test Results," July 2006, QST, pp. 97-99. Guidelines and specific SET
reporting forms will be posted on the ARRL Web page at
<http://www.arrl.org/FandES/field/forms>. Although October 7-8 is the
SET weekend, the exercise may be conducted any time between September
1 and November 30. Check with your local EC for the exact date in
your area”. –(This item extracted from ARRL ARES Newsletter, August 16, 2006. We usually coordinate check-ins and participate briefly in the statewide ARES//RACES exercise.) -Editor
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”National Preparedness Month is a nationwide effort held each
September to encourage Americans to take simple steps to prepare for
emergencies in their homes, businesses and schools. This year, ARRL
is once again a coalition member. National Preparedness Month 2006 is sponsored by the U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS). The
agency will work with a wide variety of organizations, including
local, state and federal government agencies and the private sector,
to highlight the importance of family emergency preparedness and
promote individual involvement through events and activities across
the nation. More information is available at <http://www.ready.gov>.”
(Extracted from ARRL ARES-E Letter August 16, 2006) – Editor

Hurricanes have affected the Pioneer Valley in the past.  Have you prepared your family and pantry for food, light, and heat in the event of power outages and flooding?  

AMATEUR RADIO NOT JUST ANOTHER WAY TO COMMUNICATE

Part 97.3(a)(4) of the Amateur Radio Regulations describes Amateur Service as:


“A radio communication serviced for the purpose of self-training, intercommunication and technical investigations carried out by amateurs, that is, duly authorized persons interested in radio technique solely with a personal aim and without pecuniary interest.”

At the same time, one of the five basic principles of the Amateur Radio Service is the:



“Recognition and enhancement of the value of the amateur service to the public as a voluntary noncommercial communication service, particularly with respect to providing emergency communications (97.1(a).”

As recent natural and manmade disasters have reinforced the value of amateur radio support during emergency situations, there has been an increased desire for ham licensing.  Some hospitals are training staff to become licensed and operate amateur radios.  CERT members have seen the value of longer range transmitting inherent in amateur radio.  Even some emergency management agencies have begun promoting amateur radio use and cell phone use by other emergency responders.

While valuable in increasing the raw number of amateur radio operators, these practices must be approached with caution that our authorized frequencies are not usurped for non-amateur purposes, and become used routinely for communications that could be furnished alternatively through other radio services and equipment such as GMRS, FRS, or CB.  In other words, used for the routine communications of medical staffing groups, CERT operations, and similar needs.

This line could easily be crossed on the premise that it would “provide more effective emergency services” on a timely basis, or “avoid the need for duplicate equipment.”

Crossing that line, however, could easily dilute amateur radio frequency use to a level similar to that of CB, where self-policing, licensing standards, and operating practices deteriorate in a wide variety of disparate uses of amateur frequencies.  In an era of “frequency –grabbing” for profit use, this poses a potential long- term danger to both our hobby and its supporting role in emergency communications.

Amateur Radio Licensees who are part of a medical institution, a CERT, and similar organizations should use amateur radio allotted frequencies only for the intended purposes of those frequencies and ARES support during emergencies.  During emergencies, such persons should be operating amateur radios only as part of a supporting Amateur Radio Emergency Services net under an ARES net control station. Intra-unit concerns of other organizational entities and services, i.e. that can be reasonably furnished through alternative radio systems, should be communicated on the frequencies allocated to those systems to avoid tying up Amateur Radio Service frequencies. This will require self-discipline and alternative communication systems for persons having multiple operating roles.

It is easy to lose the effectiveness of every service system if the “big picture” interests supersede the rights, authorizations, frequencies, and roles of the individual partners in emergency services.  We have already witnessed a strong trend of this in other areas of our society including the loss of important personal rights and liberties. Thoughtful self-policing by Amateur operators and Net Control Stations will remain critical to maintaining the long range viability of Amateur Radio and its proven effectiveness in support of communications during disaster situations. – Hyrum H. Huskey Jr., KB1KRS

KNOW YOUR COLLEAGUES

In future issues of the Communicator we will occasionally run a short biography about a club member.  If you would like to be one of those “featured” please send me a few facts about you: your career, your family, how long you’ve been in Amateur Radio, what interests you (other hobbies), an anecdote or whatever- The Editor

LOSING TWO FRIENDS

I had the sad misfortune 

of losing two great friends today,

They’ve been a part of my life for quite sometime

and now they’re gonna go their separate way.

I really hate to see them go

But in this matter I have no choice

But I believe they’ve had enough wear and tear

So they decided to ignore my voice.

I pleaded with them to hear me out

And I even tried to save their sole

But in the end the decision came

They had finally met their goal.

I couldn’t bring myself to tears

However, I was choked up for awhile

Remembering the good times that we shared

And, I think I might have managed a little smile.


We went so many places together,

Sometimes traveling for more than a day or two,

Now those memories will stay with me always,

Of all the things we used to do.

Yes, my friends, were always underfoot



But I could never redeem their sole

For you see they were my “grungy old sneakers”

And they’ve developed many a hole.



-Ed, KB1BNG

THE COMMUNICATOR is an informational publication for members of the Franklin County Amateur Radio Club. This is your newsletter! Amateur radio information of general interest, club member project descriptions and doings, radio applications to other activities, corrections, or suggestions are all welcome.  Individual submissions make for variety! We need more writers! Send to editor’s email telltale@verizon.net  or Tel: 863-8741 by the third Friday of the month, please. Email addresses of Club Officers may be found on the club web site www.fcarc.org 
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